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0, how well do you know our Creator, Who planne

you and the entire universe with a delicate equilib-
rium?
Many people have mistaken ideas concerning Allah due
el ] to the effects of different cultures and information of dubious
origins. However, Allah introduces Himself to humanity
through the Qur'an He sent down 1,400 years ago and informs
us of His beautiful names.

This book, written to introduce you Allah, seeks to replace
the vague, flawed, and insignificant information that you may
have acquired over the years with the genuine faith described
in the Qur'an so that you may come to know Allah, the All-
Mighty, better and draw nearer to Him.
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NAMES
or ALLAH

He is Allah—there is no diety but Him. He is the Knower
of the Unseen and the Visible. He is the All-Merciful, the Most
merciful. He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King,
the Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the Trustworthy, the Safeguarder,
the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory be to
Allah above all they associate with Him. He is Allah—the Creator,
the Maker, the Giver of Form. To Him belong the Most Beautiful
Names. Everything in the heavens and Earth glorifies
Him. He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.
(Surat al-Hashr, 59:22-24)

HARUN YAHYA
July 2004



TO THE READER

A special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of evolution be-
cause this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual philosophies. Since
Darwinism rejects the fact of creation—and therefore, Allah’s Existence—
over the last 140 years it has caused many people to abandon their faith or fall
into doubt. It is therefore an imperative service, a very important duty to
show everyone that this theory is a deception. Since some readers may find
the chance to read only one of our book, we think it appropriate to devote a
chapter to summarize this subject.

All the author’s books explain faith-related issues in light of Qur'anic verses,
and invite readers to learn Allah’s words and to live by them. All the sub-
jects concerning Allah’s verses are explained so as to leave no doubt or room
for questions in the reader's mind. The books” sincere, plain, and fluent style
ensure that everyone of every age and from every social group can easily
understand them. Thanks to their effective, lucid narrative, they can be read
at a one sitting. Even those who rigorously reject spirituality are influenced
by the facts these books document and cannot refute the truthfulness of
their contents.

This and all the other books by the author can be read individually, or dis-
cussed in a group. Readers eager to profit from the books will find discus-
sion very useful, letting them relate their reflections and experiences to one
another.

In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute to the publication
and reading of these books, written solely for the pleasure of Allah. The au-
thor's books are all extremely convincing. For this reason, to communicate
true religion to others, one of the most effective methods is encouraging
them to read these books.

We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other books at the
back of this book. His rich source material on faith-related issues is very use-
ful, and a pleasure to read.

In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the author’s per-
sonal views, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that are unob-
servant of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hopeless,
pessimistic arguments that create doubts in the mind and deviations in the
heart.
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
ALLAH, OUR CREATOR?

Who created you? Who granted you your body, your eyes, or
the color of your hair? Who determined the shape of your body or
the color of your eyes? Who created all other people, the heavens,
Earth, and every living being in between? Who determined the
order of the planets, the Sun, and the stars in the depths of space?

Your answers to all these questions will be the same: “Allah.”
When asked to other people, they will also answer: “Allah.” Indeed,
Allah informs us in the Qur'an that people will confess this fact, as
follows:

If you ask them: “Who created the heavens and Earth and

made the Sun and Moon subservient?” They will say:

“Allah.” So how have they been deluded [away from the

truth]? (Surat al-“Ankabut, 29:61)

So, how well do you know our Creator, Who planned you and
the entire universe with a delicate equilibrium? Are you aware that
He sees and hears you every moment and knows your every act?
Where do you think Allah is? Did He create you and then leave you
to your own devices? Does He tell you how to live? Can you see
Him? Has anyone talked with Him? What other creatures did He
create? What kind of a life does He promise after death?

No doubt, many similar questions may be raised and you may
answer them in your own way. While doing so, you will rely on
what you have learned from your family or relatives, the people sur-
rounding you, or the books you have read. Well, have you ever won-
dered if their answers are correct?

Everyone may put forward different views about Allah.
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Conditioned by his education, a philosopher may formulate a defi-
nition that relies on his favorite philosophers’ views. A housewife
who is truly ignorant of Allah believes in what she hears from her
neighbors. A writer who writes about Allah may have received no
theological training or even not know a single verse of the Quran,
His final revelation to humanity. Yet anybody who reads his book
considers its every line as if it were absolutely correct, internalizes it,
and, with great confidence, tells it to other people. The majority of
people never wonder if what they have heard is incorrect or mis-
taken.

We need to remember that humanity is fallible and, therefore,
people may act ignorantly. For this reason, in our endeavor to know
Allah, we turn to the Qur'an, the most reliable and unique source,
the just Book in which Allah explains everything a person needs to
know. When we refer to it for the answer to the above questions, we
see that Allah is everywhere. He is nearer to you than your jugular
vein, witnesses and sees everything you do, hears every word you
utter, knows your innermost prayer, and is beside you at every mo-
ment. Furthermore, Allah talks to His servants with whom He
wishes to speak. For instance, the Qur'an relates that He talked to
Prophet Musa (as) and preferred him to all other human beings alive
at that time. Allah also created angels and jinn, as well as the after-
life, where each individual will have an eternal existence in the
Hereafter. Allah also explains how we should live in order to attain
Paradise after death.

This book, written to introduce you Allah, seeks to replace the
vague, flawed, and insignificant information that you may have ac-
quired over the years with the genuine faith described in the Qur'an
so that you may come to know Allah, the All-Mighty, better and
draw nearer to Him. Allah introduces Himself to humanity through
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the Qur'an He sent down 1,400 years ago and informs us of His
beautiful names. The various examples and explanations contained
therein display Allah’s infinite wisdom, intelligence, and artistry.

The verses provided under each of Allah’s names are from
Allah, Who mentions and then explains that particular name. Under
each name, you will find concise explanations reflecting the view-
points that will remind you of some details about the name in ques-
tion. Although these explanations are inadequate, for many
volumes could be written about just one of His names, we will limit
ourselves to concise ponderings that will broaden the reader’s view-
point.

The Names of Allah only conveys what is written in the Qur'an,
for we have no knowledge about His names other than what He
teaches us. Those that are out of our knowledge are, as is the case
with everything else, in our Lord’s Sight:

They said: “Glory be to You! We have no knowledge except

what You have taught us. You are the All-Knowing, the All-

Wise.” (Surat al-Baqara, 2:32)

10



AL-‘ADL
The Just, The Equitable

O You who believe! Show integrity for the sake of Allah, bear-
ing witness with justice. Do not let hatred for a people incite
you into not being just. Be just. That is closer to piety. Have
fear [and awareness] of Allah. Allah is aware of what you do.
(Surat al-Ma’ida, 5:8)

Allah is the most just judge. As His order encompasses the uni-
verse, He will show His justice to His servants both in this world
and beyond. All the acts of Allah, Who is All-Seeing, All-Knowing,
and All-Aware, are for a divine purpose and are just.

Allah will judge all of each person’s deeds according to His jus-
tice. Allah informs us that those who engage in violence will be pun-
ished and that even a single good word will be rewarded. He will
manifest His infinite justice in the Hereafter.

The difficulties that unbelievers make for Prophets and believ-
ers, as well as their slanderous accusations and sins, will not remain
unanswered. All of these difficulties, which raise believers’ ranks in
Paradise, lead unbelievers to the lowest level of the Fire. On the Day
of Judgment, Allah will set up the Just Balance, and no soul will be
wronged in any way. Allah will call them to account by ending the
time that He has granted them. Given that Allah, the All-Knowing,
keeps His promise, all people will see the consequences of their
wrong actions in the Hereafter. Thus, unbelievers will be punished
severely, while those who remained true to Allah will be rewarded
most bountifully. In one verse, Allah states the following:

11



Those who pledge their allegiance to you [the Prophet]

pledge allegiance to Allah. Allah’s hand is over their

hands. He who breaks his pledge only breaks it against
himself. But as for him who fulfils the contract he has
made with Allah, We will pay him an immense reward.

(Surat al-Fath, 48:10)

There is an important point to consider here: While pondering
over His justice, do not compare it with the human concept of jus-
tice, for a faithless person, while passing judgment, may well com-
ply with his whims and desires, remain under the influence of his
feelings, or forget what has been done. Most importantly, one never
knows what is in the other party’s mind. But Allah, Who never errs
or forgets, has assigned angels for every person in order to observe
and record each of their acts and thoughts. In brief, Allah holds each
person’s soul in His hand. The Qur’an also reveals that our Lord,
Who gives the best judgment, is infinitely just:

On the Day We summon every people with their records,

those who are given their Book in their right hand will read

their Book and will not be wronged by even the smallest

speck. (Surat al-Isra’, 17:71)

In the Hereafter, Allah will pay back all of the wrongdoing and
plots hatched against believers. In this life, He may grant the unbe-
lievers many blessings (e.g., wealth and possessions), yet these will
only lead them to more evil. In the Qur'an, Allah states that believers
must not be attracted to such blessings, for when compared with
what awaits them in the Hereafter, the benefits of this short life are
insignificant, especially when the infinite punishment of Hell awaits
unbelievers.

In the Hereafter, each person’s real abode, every soul will find
itself confronted with all of its good deeds. Allah will manifest His
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justice in Hell and Paradise for all eternity. Ultimately, Allah will
separate those who believe in Him from those who do not.
Say: “Our Lord will bring us all together and then will
judge between us with the truth. He is the Just Decider, the
All-Knowing.” (Surah Saba, 34:26)
Allah commands believers to be just as follows:
Allah does not forbid you from being good to those who
have not fought you in the religion or driven you from your
homes, or from being just toward them. Allah loves those
who are just. (Surat al-Mumtahana, 60:8)
Allah commands you to return to their owners the things
you hold on trust and, when you judge between people, to
judge with justice. How excellent is what Allah exhorts you
to do! Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. (Surat an-Nisa’,
4:58)
They are people who listen to lies and consume ill-gotten
gains. If they come to you, you can either judge between
them or turn away from them. If you turn away from them,
they cannot harm you in any way. But if you do judge,
judge between them justly. Allah loves the just. (Surat al-
Ma’ida, 5:42)
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AL-‘AFUW
The Pardoner

Whether you reveal a good act or keep it hidden, or pardon
an evil act, Allah is Ever-Pardoning, All-Powerful. (Surat an-
Nisa’, 4:149)

People are fallible beings who may at any time think erro-
neously, make a wrong decision, or display a flawed attitude. But
Allah, Who created humanity and is fully aware of these mistakes,
forgives them. If He were not so forgiving, no soul would ever attain
Paradise. Indeed, Allah calls attention to this fact, as follows:

If Allah were to punish people for their wrong actions, not

a single creature would be left upon Earth, but He defers

them until a predetermined time. When their specified

time arrives, they cannot delay it for a single hour or bring

it forward. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:61)

Yet we need to remember that Allah only forgives His sincere
servants who turn to Him in repentance. Thus, those desiring His
forgiveness must be sincere and resolute in their repentance. Allah
makes it clear that He will not forgive those who repent but then re-
turn to their former ways without feeling any true regret. In one
verse, Allah states the following:

Allah only accepts the repentance of those who do evil in

ignorance and then quickly repent after doing it. Allah

turns toward such people. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

(Surat an-Nisa’, 4:17)
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AL-AKHIR
The Last; The One Who Exists
After Everything Else Perishes

He is the First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward. He
has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:3)

Allah created the universe from nothing and, ultimately, will re-
turn it to its initial state and destroy it. Nothing is immortal, for all
living beings come into existence for a predetermined period of time
and then die—everything, that is, except Allah, Who is the First and
the Last and therefore without beginning or end.

Allah, the Creator of life and time, is not affected by any of mat-
ter's characteristics. Given that He is infinite, He will exist for all
eternity, existed in the infinite past, and is unaffected by time and
space. This fact is stressed in the Quran, as follows:

Everyone on it will pass away; but the Face of your Lord

will remain, Master of Majesty and Generosity. (Surat ar-

Rahman, 55:26-27)
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AHKAM AL-HAKIMEEN
The Most Just Judge

Is Allah not the Most Just Judge? (Surat at-Tin, 95:8)

Allah passes judgment on each matter and concludes them. All
events evolve and develop upon His command and wish. Each of His
judgments contains many hidden divine purposes. However, most
people do not really understand His commands, for, given their lim-
ited intelligence, their ability to do so is also limited. Furthermore,
Allah is infinitely wise, exalted above time and space, and the One
Who created and bound humanity to these concepts. A person can
never know what will happen the next day or even in an hour. When
Allah gives a command, however, He has total knowledge of all of its
consequences, regardless of time or place. Consequently, Allah creates
everything in compliance with His plan and for a divine purpose.

But unbelievers can never understand Allah’s purposes, for they
base their worldview on certain causes and then think that everything
evolves randomly and coincidentally. Therefore, they fail to under-
stand that Allah controls everything. Believers, however, strive to
grasp the divine purposes in Allah’s judgments and comprehend that
He gives the best judgments. In the Qur'an, Allah commands the fol-
lowing:

Follow what has been revealed to you, and be steadfast until

Allah’s judgment comes. He is the Best of Judges. (Surah

Yunus, 10:109)

Nuh called out to his Lord and said: “My Lord, my son is one

of my family. Your promise is surely the truth, and You are

the Most Just Judge.” (Surah Hud, 11:45)
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AL-‘ALEEM
The All-Knowing

Both East and West belong to Allah, so wherever you turn,
the Face of Allah is there. Allah is All-Encompassing, All-
Knowing. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:115)

After people begin to think, they start to learn and, over time,
accumulate more and more knowledge. Some specialize in certain
fields, such as physics, philosophy, or history. All of this knowledge
relates to the verb “to know,” as we understand it. However, this
verb also has a dimension that is far beyond humanity’s grasp: how
Allah knows things.

Allah, being the Creator, holds the knowledge of the heavens,
Earth, and every being in between, as well as of all the laws regulat-
ing the universe and anything that happens, regardless of time or
place. Moreover, His knowledge is boundless, for He knows the
names of all new-born babies at any moment, every leaf falling from
every tree, what will happen to each star in each galaxy, whatever
happens in space at any moment, what is hidden in every living
thing’s DNA, and an infinite number of other things.

We must always keep the following fact in mind: In addition to
what has been mentioned above, Allah knows all of our thoughts
and our most secret acts. We assume that we alone are aware of our
feelings, thoughts, or distress. But this is a delusion, for Allah, Who
holds complete control over every point of the universe, knows
what is in each person’s mind and everything else. Indeed, the
Qur'an informs us about Allah’s infinite knowledge:

You will not attain true goodness until you give of what
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you love. Whatever you give away, Allah knows it. (Surah
‘Al Imran, 3:92)

Do you not see that everyone in the heavens and Earth glo-
rifies Allah, as do the birds with their outspread wings?
Each one knows its prayer and glorification. Allah knows
what they do. (Surat an-Nur, 24:41)

And the sun runs to its resting place. That is the decree of
the Almighty, the All-Knowing. (Surah Ya Sin, 36:38)

See how they wrap themselves round, trying to conceal
their feelings from Him! No, indeed! When they wrap their
garments round themselves, He knows what they keep se-
cret and what they make public. He knows what their
hearts contain. (Surah Hud, 11:5)

But they will never ever long for it, because of what they
have done. Allah knows the wrongdoers. (Surat al-Baqara,
2:95)

You did not kill them; it was Allah Who killed them. You
did not throw when you threw; it was Allah Who threw: so
He might test the believers with this excellent trial from
Him. Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Anfal,
8:17)
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AL-‘ALEE
The Most High

It does not befit Allah to address any human being except by
inspiration or from behind a veil, or He sends a messenger
who then reveals by His permission whatever He wills. He is
indeed Most High, All-Wise. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:51)

Allah introduces Himself to us: Allah, the Creator of all the
worlds and the sole Sovereign of the universe, is the Most High and
the Possessor of the heavens, Earth, and everything in between.
There is no deity but Him. High is He, Exalted above all that they as-
sociate (with Him). He is the Sovereign, the All-Powerful, and the
Lord of the Ways of Ascent. Allah is Self-Sufficient, above all need.

All of the beautiful names belong to Allah, for He is the Owner
of infinite beauty and infinite sublimity. A person can know Him
only to the extent that He introduces Himself, and can appreciate
Him through the verses of the Qur'an. In one verse, Allah describes
this name in the following terms:

Allah, there is no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-

Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness or sleep.

Everything in the heavens and Earth belongs to Him. Who

can intercede with Him except by His permission? He

knows what is before them and what is behind them, but
they cannot grasp any of His knowledge, except for what

He wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and

Earth, and their preservation does not tire Him. He is the

Most High, the Magnificent. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:255)
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AL-‘ASIM

The Protector

He [Prophet Nuh’s son] said: “I will seek refuge on a moun-
tain that shall protect me from the water.” Nuh said: “There
is no protector today from Allah's punishment but He Who
has mercy...” (Surah Hud, 11:43)

People, all of whom are inherently feeble, can encounter all
sorts of difficulties at any time, such as an earthquake, flood, hurri-
cane, or volcanic eruption. In addition, people are vulnerable to
mental distress. In the face of these unfavorable events, they must
consider the following: Regardless of their effort or strength, they
can never avoid a threat unless Allah wills this. Allah, the most
Compassionate, is the only Protector, as the Qur'an relates in the fol-
lowing verses:

Say: “Who rescues you from the darkness of the land and

sea? You call upon Him humbly and secretly: ‘If you rescue

us from this, we will truly be among the thankful.”” Say:

“Allah rescues you from it, and from every plight. Then

you associate others with Him.”” (Surat al-An‘am, 6:63-64)

People remember Allah when they are left alone, when they re-
alize that neither material wealth nor powerful people can help
them, or when they fall sick. Yet after these situations pass, they for-
get what happened to them and become ungrateful toward Allah.
Such people, who insist upon ungratefulness despite Allah’s protec-
tion, will see the truth when they face infinite punishment in Hell.
Their situation is related, as follows:

As for those who show disdain and grow arrogant, He will
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punish them with a painful punishment. They will not find
any protector or helper for themselves besides Allah. (Surat
an-Nisa’, 4:173)
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AL-‘ADHEEM
The All-Glorious

Everything in the heavens and everything in Earth belongs
to Him. He is the Most High, the All-Glorious. (Surat ash-
Shura, 42:4)

Allah’s might and grandeur is surely beyond humanity’s grasp.
Yet, within the limits of their wisdom, people can still see and grasp
His might. Indeed, the entire universe abounds with countless ex-
amples that indicate His greatness. A closer look at our own planet
will make people feel His sublimity.

The heavens carrying clouds that weigh many tons, mountains
rising thousands of meters in the air, oceans harboring millions of
living beings, a lightening flash and the noise of thunder following
it, and billions of living beings that have submitted to Allah—all of
these and countless other details are clear signs of Allah’s existence.

To have a better grasp of our Lord’s grandeur, let’s move be-
yond the limits of our world and think: We live in an unbounded
space, the universe, which contains billions of galaxies with count-
less billions of stars. We live in one of these galaxies on a planet
called Earth, which rotates about its axis at a velocity of about 1.670
kilometers an hour. Just thinking on these vast figures make us real-
ize that our existence in the universe is as insignificant as the exis-
tence of a dust particle on Earth.

As this example also reveals, people given to sincere contem-
plation can grasp the majesty of their Lord, Who creates billions of
galaxies and holds all of them in His hand. In one verse, Allah in-
forms us about His beautiful names:
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Allah, there is no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-
Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness or sleep.
Everything in the heavens and Earth belongs to Him. Who
can intercede with Him except by His permission? He
knows what is before them and what is behind them, but
they cannot grasp any of His knowledge, except for what
He wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and
Earth, and their preservation does not tire Him. He is the
Most High, the All-Glorious. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:255)
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AL-‘AZEEZ
The Almighty

Do not imagine that Allah will break His promise to His
Messengers. Allah is the Almighty, the Lord of Retribution.
(Surah Ibrahim, 14:47)

This name of Allah expresses that He will always triumph and
that He can never be refuted, for only He has true power. Allah cre-
ated the universe’s order, all of its laws (both known and unknown),
and all beings on Earth. In the face of Allah’s infinite power, which
clearly manifests itself in the universe, the feebleness of every cre-
ated being and thing is obvious. All that is created can only exist,
survive, and act if He commands so.

No doubt, this feeling of feebleness also holds true for human-
ity. No matter how well-off, strong, and powerful people may be,
each person is weak and helpless in Allah’s sight. No possessions,
money, or status can protect them from Allah’s punishment; only
those who surrender to Him, live by His orders, and strive to earn
His consent will be protected. In the Qur'an, Allah promises to grant
superiority to His loyal servants.

Allah has written: “I will be victorious, I and My

Messengers.” Allah is Most Strong, Almighty. (Surah al-

Mujadala, 58:21)

... and He has sent down the Furqan. Those who reject

Allah’s Signs will have a terrible punishment. Allah is

Almighty, Lord of Retribution. (Surah “Al Imran, 3:4)

Allah bears witness that there is no deity but Him, as do

the angels and the people of knowledge, upholding justice.
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There is no deity but Him, the Almighty, the All-Wise.
(Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:18)

Do not be grieved by what they say. All might belongs to
Allah. He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. (Surah
Yunus, 10:65)

A pertinent hadith of Prophet Muhammad (saas) relates:

A bedouin once said to the Prophet (saas): “Teach me something to
say.” The Prophet (saas) replied: “Say: ‘“There is no god but Allah,
the One with no partner. Allah is the Greatest by far; much praise
be to Him. The Lord of the Worlds be praised; and there is no power
and no strength save in Allah the Almighty, the All-Wise.”” (Sahih
Muslim)
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AL-BA‘ITH

The Resurrector

How can you reject Allah, when you were dead and then He
gave you life, then He will make you die and then give you
life again, and then you will be returned to Him? (Surat al-
Baqara, 2:28)

All people who have or will ever live are mortal. Everyone dies

and is buried. Despite this obvious fact, however, most people avoid

thinking about death and their subsequent resurrection. The Qur'an

describes their situation, as follows:

They will ask: “Are we to be restored to how we were when
we have become perished, worm-eaten bones?” (Surat an-
Nazi‘at, 79:10-11)

The Qur'an provides the most explicit answer to this popular

delusion by proclaiming:

He makes likenesses of Us and forgets his own creation,
asking: “Who will give life to bones when they are de-
cayed?” Say: “He Who made them in the first place will
bring them back to life. He has total knowledge of each cre-
ated thing.” (Surah Ya Sin, 36:78-79)

As these verses indicate, Allah created humanity and granted

different qualities to everyone. Indeed, down to his or her finger-

prints, each person has unique characteristics. As our Creator, He

can re-create each person in the very same manner as many times as

He wills. Allah displays this coming resurrection each autumn,

when nature begins to “die” and then actually experience a type of

“death” during winter. Yet when spring comes, we see dry branches
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blossoming, nature being revived and becoming green all over.
Furthermore, this “resurrection” has been happening without any
interruption since time began. For Allah, resurrecting each person is
as easy as this. The parallel features of these two resurrections are
stated in several verses, as follows:

He brings forth the living from the dead and the dead from

the living, and brings Earth to life after it was dead. In the

same way, you too will be brought forth. (Surat ar-Rum,

30:19)

So look at the effect of Allah’s mercy, how He brings the

dead Earth back to life. Truly, He is the One Who brings the

dead to life. He has power over all things. (Surat ar-Rum,

30:50)

Another meaning of the beautiful name Al-Ba‘ith is “sending
out Prophets.” Allah sent Messengers to warn their people and
bring good news in order to call them to the right path. He revealed
books to some of his Messengers so that they could bring people out
of the darkness of ignorance and into the light of true knowledge.
No doubt, this is a great blessing of Allah to His servants. In the
Qur'an, Allah relates that:

Mankind was a single community. Then Allah sent out

Prophets bringing good news and giving warning, and

with them He sent down the Book with truth to decide be-

tween people regarding their differences. (Surat al-Baqara,

2:213)

Allah showed great kindness to the believers when He sent

a Messenger to them from among themselves to recite His

Signs to them and to purify and teach them the Book and

Wisdom, even though before that they were clearly mis-

guided. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:164)
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AL-BAQI
The Everlasting

Everyone on it will pass away; but the Face of your Lord will
remain, Master of Majesty and Generosity. (Surat ar-
Rahman, 55:26-27)

All of creation has an end. People are born, live for a certain pe-
riod of time, and then die. This is also true of plants and animals. For
instance, a tree may live for hundreds of years and then fulfill its
destiny by dying at its appointed time. Similarly, non-living things
also will meet their end, for time wears them all out. In addition,
what remains of ancient nations is only their ruins. Allah calls our
attention to this fact: “How many wrongdoing cities We destroyed,
and now all their roofs and walls are fallen in; how many aban-
doned wells and stuccoed palaces!” (Surat al-Hajj, 22:45)

The universe also has an end. All of the meteors, stars, and suns
hurtling through space will one day exhaust their energy and disap-
pear. Or, for another reason, Allah will destroy this universe and
keep His promise regarding the Day of Judgment. He can do this,
for He is the Creator and sole Owner of infinity, as the Qur’an re-
veals:

Anything you have been given is only the enjoyment of

this world’s life and finery. What is with Allah is better and

longer lasting. So, will you not use your intellect? (Surat al-

Qasas, 28:60)
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AL-BARI’
The Maker

He is Allah—the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of Form. To
Him belong the Most Beautiful Names. Everything in the
heavens and Earth glorifies Him. He is the Almighty, the All-
Wise. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:24)

The universe is based upon equilibrium and harmony. As scien-
tific developments reveal more of its mysteries, we learn more about
this equilibrium and harmony. It is apparent that each system in the
universe has been designed by a superior intelligence that created
everything in an amazing way. For billions of years, this great har-
mony and order has existed among an infinite number of living and
non-living beings.

When we examine life on Earth, we come across amazing de-
tails. Whether we recognize it or not, we are surrounded with count-
less signs of creation. For instance, the ratio of different gases in the
atmosphere are ideal for the survival of all living beings. Human be-
ings and animals inhale oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide.
Although this process continues without interruption, the amount
of oxygen never decreases and the amount of carbon dioxide never
increases. Moreover, this amazing equilibrium is never disturbed,
because contrary to human beings and animals, plants inhale carbon
dioxide and exhale oxygen. Thus, the oxygen consumed by people
and animals is replaced by plants, a process that preserves this equi-
librium.

This example is only one of the countless signs of creation on
Earth. Both the micro- and macro-universes abound with similar ex-
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amples. The universe, and thus life on Earth, exists only because our

Lord creates things in conformity with one another. One verse reads:
And when Musa said to his people: “My people, You
wronged yourselves by adopting the [golden] calf, so turn
toward your Maker and kill yourselves. That is the best
thing for you in your Maker’s sight.” And He turned to-
ward you. He is the Ever-Returning, the Most Merciful.
(Surat al-Baqara, 2:54)
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AL-BASEER
The All-Seeing

Have they not looked at the birds above them, with wings
outspread and folded back? Nothing holds them up but the
All-Merciful. He is the All-Seeing. (Surat al-Mulk, 67:19)

Our human faculty of sight is limited. With the naked eye, we
can see for only a few kilometers. But to achieve this, we need clear
weather and to be standing on a high place. Yet no matter how con-
venient the conditions may be, we can see only a hazy image.

In some situations, and especially when people are alone, they
assume that nobody sees them. Assuming that they will not have to
account for their deeds, they feel encouraged to do whatever they
wish. Furthermore, they think they will never suffer any conse-
quence for their wrongdoing. But this is a great delusion, for Allah
sees even the smallest act. While our eyesight is limited, Allah sees
the room in which a person remains, the rooms surrounding that
room, the entire house, the city and country that harbor that house,
the continent in which that country is located, the entire Earth, all
planets, space, and all other dimensions beyond it. In the Qur'an,
Allah informs us that He is aware of everything:

You do not engage in any matter, recite any of the Qur'an, or

do any action without Our witnessing you while you are

occupied with it. Not even the smallest speck eludes your

Lord, either on Earth or in Heaven. Nor is there anything

smaller than that, or larger, which is not in a Clear Book.

(Surah Yunus, 10:61)

Perform prayer and pay alms. Any good you send ahead for
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yourselves, you will find with Allah. Certainly Allah sees
what you do. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:110)

They have different ranks with Allah. Allah sees what they
do. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:163)

Those who adulterate Our Signs are not concealed from Us.
Who is better—someone who will be thrown into the Fire
or someone who will arrive in safety on the Day of Rising?
Do what you like. He sees whatever you do. (Surah
Fussilat, 41:40)
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AL- BASIT
The Expander

Is there anyone who will make Allah a generous loan so that
He can multiply it for him many times over? Allah both re-
stricts and expands. And you will be returned to Him. (Surat
al-Baqara, 2:245)

Allah grants spiritual and material abundance to those who be-
lieve in Him and who obey Him wholeheartedly. He removes the
difficulties they face. Upon encountering any hardship, trouble, or
sickness, believers take refuge only in Allah. As a reward for this,
Allah eases their tasks while making things difficult for unbelievers.

The Qur'an provides many examples about this issue. For in-
stance, Prophet Musa (as) and the Children of Israel were forced to
leave Egypt due to Pharaoh’s violence. However, Pharaoh followed
them. During this flight, the Children of Israel, who were caught be-
tween Pharaoh’s army and the sea, thought that they were finished.
Yet, Allah answered Prophet Musa’s (as) call, divided the waters,
and made a dry path so they could escape. Allah also destroyed
Pharaoh and his army, and made the Children of Israel their inheri-
tors.

This was also a manifestation of the following situation: “Those
who make pilgrimage in the Way of Allah will find many places
of refuge on Earth and ample sustenance. If anyone leaves his
home, making pilgrimage to Allah and His Messenger, and death
catches up with him, Allah will reward him. Allah is Ever-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:100) No doubt,
Allah’s promise has always been true—and will remain so—for His
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faithful servants. One verse reads:
Your Lord expands the provision of anyone He wills and
restricts it. He is aware of and sees His servants. (Surat al-
Isra’, 17:30)
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AL-BATIN
The Inward; The Hidden

He is the First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward. He
has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:3)

Look around your room. Everything you see has been designed
and made by someone: the door, the CD-player, a picture hanging
on the wall, the window, and so on. Now look through the window
at the trees, the Sun, the sky, flying birds, and other people. If it is
nighttime, you can watch the stars and the Moon. Knowing that
everything in your room has been made, is it not clear that every-
thing around you also has been designed?

The truth of this assertion is apparent. If you cannot claim that a
picture hanging on the wall was made by coincidence, then you also
cannot claim that the Sun, stars, and the Moon are the result of coin-
cidence. Everything you see on Earth and in the sky has a designer,
producer, and creator. Our Lord, Who created everything with great
artistry, introduces Himself to us through His creation.

When you look through the window you cannot see Him.
However, Allah’s existence, power, and artistry is clearly seen in His
creation. This is the meaning that al-Batin conveys to us. His exis-
tence and control is clear in every corner of the universe, yet no one
can see Him unless He wills otherwise:

Eyesight cannot perceive Him, but He perceives eyesight.

He is the All-Penetrating, the All-Aware. (Surat al-An‘am,

6:103)
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AL- BADEE*

The Originator; the Innovative Creator

The Originator of the heavens and Earth. When He decides
on something, He just says to it, “Be!” and it is. (Surat al-
Baqara, 2:117)

No matter how competent and intelligent people may be, any
innovation or new idea is limited to their background and what they
see around themselves. We enjoy five senses and cannot imagine a
sixth sense. Moreover, we can use these senses only to a certain ex-
tent. For instance, we are utterly ignorant of what we cannot per-
ceive. Accordingly, we cannot think, discover, or exercise our
wisdom about something that does not exist on Earth, or in the uni-
verse as far as we know it.

Indeed, scientists develop some of their projects by imitating
animals in nature and their flawless systems. For example, the dol-
phin’s snout served as a model for the bows of modern ships, while
radar works on the principle used by bats, namely, emitting very
high frequency sound waves (ultrasound) to compensate for their
poor eyesight. Such examples are legion. (For further reference,
please see, Harun Yahya, For Men of Understanding, 3rd ed.,
[London: Ta-Ha Publishers Ltd., April 2003])

Allah’s knowledge is unbounded. Everything that exists,
whether visible or not to the naked eye, is the product of Allah’s in-
novative creation. At a time when there was nothing, no universe,
galaxies, planets, living beings, or even a single cell, He decided to
create a flawless system consisting of atoms, molecules, cells, living
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beings, planets, stars, and galaxies. Upon His command “Be,” the
universe and all of its contents came into being based upon no
model other than what He willed to be. From the micro-world, of
which the humanity became aware after thousands of years, to the
celestial bodies discovered during the twentieth century, all of these
systems were designed by Allah and function according to His laws.
This is related in the Qur’an, as follows:
Say: “My Lord has commanded justice. Stand and face Him
in every mosque and call upon Him, making your religion
sincerely His. As He originated you, so will you return.”
(Surat al-A’raf, 7:29)
He is the Originator of the heavens and Earth. How could
He have a son when He has no wife? He created all things
and has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-An’am, 6:101)
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AL-BARR
The Beneficent; The All-Good

Beforehand we certainly used to call on Him because He is the
All-Good, the Most Merciful. (Surat at-Tur, 52:28)

Allah created all people and placed them in a setting that is per-
fectly suitable for human life and that was designed to serve them. In
Surat an-Nahl, Allah informs us about some of these blessings:

He created man from a drop of sperm, and yet he is an open

challenger! And He created livestock. There is warmth for

you in them and various uses, and some of them you eat.

And there is beauty in them for you in the evening when you

bring them home, and in the morning when you drive them

out to graze. They carry your loads to lands you would never
reach, except with great difficulty. Your Lord is All-Gentle,

Most Merciful. And horses, mules, and donkeys both to ride

and for adornment. And He creates other things you do not

know. The Way should lead to Allah, but there are those who
deviate from it. If He had willed, He could have guided
every one of you. He sends down water from the sky, from
which you drink and from which come the shrubs among
which you graze your herds. And by it He makes crops grow
for you, as well as olives, dates, grapes, and fruit of every
kind. There is certainly a Sign in that for people who reflect.

He has made night and day subservient to you, and the Sun

and Moon and stars, all of which are subject to His com-

mand. There are certainly Signs in that for people who use
their intellect. And also the things of varying colors He has
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created for you in Earth. There is certainly a Sign in that for

people who pay heed. He made the sea subservient to you

so that you can eat fresh meat from it and bring out from it
ornaments to wear. And you see the ships cleaving through

it so that you can seek His bounty, and so that hopefully

you will show thanks. He cast firmly embedded mountains

on the ground so it would not move under you, and rivers
and pathways so that hopefully you would be guided, and
landmarks. And they are guided by the stars. (Surat an-

Nahl, 16:4-16)

No doubt, one can never bring into being, possess, or attain any
of the blessings mentioned above by his own efforts. However, Allah
has granted all of these beauties to humanity as blessings to indicate
His vast generosity toward His servants. In return for such good-
ness, what does He expect? In the remaining part of the sura, Allah
answers that He expects humanity to heed and serve Him, as fol-
lows:

Is He Who creates like him who does not create? So will

you not pay heed? If you tried to number Allah’s blessings,

you could never count them. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most

Merciful. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:17-18)
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AL-JAMI‘
The Gatherer

"Our Lord, You are the Gatherer of mankind to a Day of
which there is no doubt. Allah will not break His promise."
(Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:9)

This attribute of Allah expresses His control over all systems in
the universe. As the Creator of all that exists, He has the power to
make all the living and non-living beings obey Him and so can
gather them wherever He wishes. In the Qur'an, Allah promises that
He will gather believers together in this world:

Each person faces a particular direction, so race each other

to the good. Wherever you are, Allah will bring you all to-

gether. Truly, Allah has power over all things. (Surat al-

Baqara, 2:148)

However, the actual gathering will take place on the Day of
Judgment, when all believers will enter His presence. Allah, Who
knows the unbelievers who reject Him and His messengers, as well
as their actions, will collect everyone who has ever lived by causing
the Trumpet to be blown. Allah will gather all unbelievers to ac-
count for their deeds, and then will order them to be cast headlong
into Hell, where they will be repaid in full for what they did.

In Paradise, Allah will reward His followers also in crowds. On
that Day, He will gather His servants and their leaders to His pres-
ence. With their light streaming out in front of them and to their
right, they will attain Paradise due to His grace and mercy.
Meanwhile, just as in this world, He will keep the unbelievers in
Hell together and let them argue with one another. Their impious
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spouses and idols will remain together and be repaid in a narrow
corner of Hell. The unbelievers will be consumed with the pain of
being driven to Hell along with their irreligious spouses and friends,
upon whom they had relied so much. In the verse below, Allah in-
forms us that He will gather Satan's followers together and herd
them into Hell.
It has been sent down to you in the Book that when you
hear Allah’s Signs being rejected and mocked at by people,
you must not sit with them until they start talking of other
things. If you do [remain seated], you are just the same as
them. Allah will gather all the hypocrites and unbelievers
into Hell. (Surat an-Nisa', 4:140)
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AL-JABBAR
The Irresistible; The Compeller

He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the
Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the Trustworthy, the
Safeguarder, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely
Great. Glory be to Allah above all they associate with Him.
(Surat al-Hashr, 59:23)

Unbelievers show their arrogance and rejection of Allah by
claiming that they exist apart from and are independent of Allah,
and by attributing some of His characteristics to themselves.
However, if they would stop and think seriously about this claim for
just a second, they would easily comprehend that they did not will
themselves into existence, cannot know when they will die, and had
no say in the formation of their physical traits. They would realize
that whatever they possess, including their own bodies, are tempo-
rary and will ultimately disappear. All of this makes it obvious that
humanity is weak and can neither possess nor control anything.
Further contemplation will surely provide more evidence of this
truth.

In the face of all these facts, one can readily see that being arro-
gant toward our Lord, the Creator, is both foolish and dangerous. In
fact, a person needs to comprehend that Allah is All-Mighty and
that He created everything from nothing, grants every person’s
characteristics and meets their needs, can take them all when He
wills, and that all living beings will die while He alone will exist for
all eternity. Once all of this is understood, people need to submit to
their Owner, for Allah has the power to make all who rebel and turn
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against Him bow to Him whenever He wills.

Allah relates the example of the Companions of the Garden as a
lesson to believers. One of these men, who had been spoiled by his
prosperity and achievements, later recognized his weakness, thanks
to the name of al-Jabbar, and confessed his wrongdoing. What hap-
pened to this man, who swore to himself that he would harvest in
the morning, is related in the Qur'an, as follows:

So a visitation from your Lord came upon it while they

slept, and in the morning it was like burnt land stripped

bare. (Surat al-Qalam, 68:19-20)

But when they saw it, they said: “We must have lost our

way. No, the truth is we are destitute!” The best of them

said: “Did I not say to you: “‘Why do you not glorify

Allah?”” They said: “Glory be to our Lord! Truly we have

been wrongdoers.” They turned to face each other in mu-

tual accusation. They said: “Woe to us! We were indeed in-
ordinate. Maybe our Lord will give us something better
than it in exchange. We entreat our Lord.” Such is the pun-
ishment. And the punishment of the Hereafter is much
greater, if they only knew. (Surat al-Qalam, 68:26-33)
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AD-DA‘1
The Caller

O you who believe! Respond to Allah and to the Messenger
when He calls you to what will bring you to life! Know that
Allah intervenes between a man and his heart, and that you will
be gathered to Him. (Surat al-Anfal, 8:24)

People assume that they can take the best care of themselves and
thus make the best decisions, set principles for themselves, and believe
that their lives will be good if they adhere to these principles. But this is
a great delusion, for Allah created humanity and is nearer to each per-
son than his or her own jugular vein. A person may not know many
things about himself; however, Allah encompasses everything about
him, for He holds complete control over his seen and unseen features,
his most inner thoughts, and his subconscious. Furthermore, a person
can never know what she will face the next moment or may well forget
some of her past experiences. But Allah, Who never forgets or errs,
knows all that has happened—and ever will happen—in every per-
son’s life. For these very reasons, only Allah knows what is best for
each person.

Indeed, Allah draws attention to this fact:

... It may be that you hate something when it is good for you,

and it may be that you love something when it is bad for you.

Allah knows, and you do not know. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:216)

For this reason, a person needs to respond to Allah and comply
with the “path that will bring him to life.” Allah made this path clear
through the Qur'an, which He revealed to our Prophet (saas). In every
verse, Allah gives a detailed account of how a person must conduct

himself or herself in order to attain salvation.
44



AD-DAFT

The Remover of Tribulations

And with Allah’s permission, they routed them. Dawud
killed Goliath, and Allah gave him kingship and wisdom and
taught him whatever He willed. If it were not for Allah’s
driving some people back by means of others, Earth would
have been corrupted. But Allah shows favor to all the
worlds. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:251)

Allah, Who protects believers against all material and spiritual
dangers, also grants them irrefutable power against all unbelievers,
hypocrites, and idolaters. While unbelievers plan and plot, Allah
moves against them. Driving their harm away, He makes the plot-
ters suffer the consequences of their own plots.

Meanwhile, Allah divides unbelievers, makes them fight each
another, and thereby causes them to lose their strength.
Furthermore, He keeps those who hate Muslims apart from them
and afflicts them with many disasters. The Qur'an relates this divine
protection for believers, as follows:

Those who were expelled from their homes without any

right, merely for saying: “Our Lord is Allah.” If Allah had

not driven some people back by means of others, monaster-
ies, churches, synagogues, and mosques, where Allah’s
name is mentioned much, would have been pulled down
and destroyed. Allah will certainly help those who help

Him... (Surat al-Hajj, 22:40)

This aside, only Allah can repel all varieties of difficulty, dis-
ease, misgiving, Satan’s promptings to evil, and many other disas-
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ters from believers. No doubt, each one of these represents Allah’s
overt and hidden help to humanity. He is very compassionate to-
ward His servants, to those who take refuge in Him and seek His

help and forgiveness.
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AD-DARR
The Afflictor

Am I to take as deities instead of Him those whose interces-
sion, if the All-Merciful desires affliction for me, will not
help me at all and cannot save me? (Surah Ya Sin, 36:23)

A sudden death, an unexpected disease, a crop-destroying hur-
ricane, an earthquake leveling an entire city, fears for the future, a
traffic accident, stress, loss of possessions, jealousy, ageing... Such
events are sources of grief, fear, and despair for those who are un-
aware of the Hereafter's existence and consider this worldly life to
be their real life. No one is immune to such events, any one of which
may be encountered at any time and completely change one’s life.

Since we know that Allah is infinitely compassionate, what is
the divine purpose for such ordeals? Allah sends hardship and trou-
ble so that a person can grow spiritually. A person who has difficulty
breathing can hardly be arrogant or humiliate others. Meanwhile,
one who recovers from being bed-ridden or a financial loss fully un-
derstands the value of the restored health and possessions. Through
difficulty and ease, Allah makes each person better appreciate His
generous blessings.

One point deserves special mention here. If the person being
tested has faith and knows that the life in the Hereafter is one’s real
abode, he knows that every difficulty is from Allah and thus meets it
with patience. Meanwhile, he seeks help only from Allah, for he
knows that only Allah can remove this trouble. This way, Allah
causes His servants to draw nearer to Him and raise their ranks in
the Hereafter.
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However, the truth is otherwise for those who have no faith in
the Hereafter. Allah will display His name ad-Darr in Hell especially
to these people. Yet compared to what they will go through in Hell,
whatever causes grief here will remain insignificant, for all mun-
dane pains are temporary.

In Hell, where unbelievers will roast in fire, every time their
skins are burned off, Allah will give them new skins so that they can
taste the punishment again and again. Their only food will be a bit-
ter thorny bush, and their only drink will be boiling water that tears
their intestines. They will face death, but will never die. Instead,
they will suffer severe and eternal pain. Beaten with iron cudgels
and covered with beds of fire, they will be cast into the narrowest
and darkest corner of Hell, where they will only be able to groan.

Unbelievers will ask Hell’s custodians to ask their Lord to let
them out and lessen their punishment for just one day. While pun-
ishing them and denying them any escape, Allah will make them
see the blessings and bounty being enjoyed by the believers in
Paradise. In one verse, Allah commands:

If you ask them: “Who created the heavens and Earth?”

they will say: “Allah.” Say: “So what do you think? If Allah

desires harm for me, can those you call upon besides Allah
remove His harm? Or if He desires mercy for me, can they
withhold His mercy?” Say: “Allah is enough for me. All
those who truly trust put their trust in Him.” (Surat az-
Zumar, 39:38)
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AR-RAHMAN AR-RAHEEM
The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

And Ayyub, when he called out to his Lord: “Great harm has
afflicted me, and You are the Most Merciful of the
merciful.” (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:83)

As is the case with all other beings, we also exist in a state of
need. Our existence depends on many conditions: oxygen to
breathe, water and nutrients for our bodies” physical functions, for
example. The list is endless, for an infinite number of details are es-
sential for maintaining each person’s physical existence.

However, all people can survive without giving much thought
to meeting their needs. Everything they need for their bodies and
their survival has already been provided and put to use. The first ex-
ample that comes to mind is breathing. Oxygen is essential for sur-
vival, but who provides the right ratio of oxygen in the atmosphere?
Or, who places the system that takes in this oxygen and processes it
so that it can be conveyed to each cell? None of these can be attrib-
uted to anyone, for no one has any part in forming the atmosphere
or one’s respiration system.

This vital need being the foremost, every detail is designed in
its most perfect and feasible form. At this point, we encounter a su-
perior wisdom that designs all details and the infinite compassion
that the Owner of this wisdom—Allah, the Most Merciful—shows to
us.

Allah’s mercy is not limited to meeting people’s physical needs.
Allah created people, placed them in the most suitable place, and, in
return, only asked them to serve Him. He also told people how to do
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this and sent down books and Prophets for this very purpose. This
way, Allah made Himself known and called them to religion and
moral excellence. These are obvious signs of our Lord’s infinite mercy.
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AL-AWWAL
The First

He is the First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward. He
has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:3)

Does the universe have a beginning? This question has occupied
the minds of people for centuries. People who understand that the uni-
verse must have an owner believe that it must have a beginning.
However, other people do not want to accept the Creator's existence
and thus claim that the universe has no beginning. They assert that the
universe has existed forever and will exist for all eternity. However,
modern science proves that such an assertion is a great delusion.

Although many theses have been put forward for the universe’s
existence, scientific circles have reached the following consensus: In
1929, Edwin Hubble revealed that the universe is in a state of constant
expansion. Following this, scientists deduced that if we reverse the con-
cept of time, we can think of the expanding universe as a closely press-
ing system, like a shrinking giant star, for instance. In this case, we
conclude that a universe that shrinks according to the concept of time
ultimately reaches a point of oneness. That is, the universe came into
existence when a single point expanded by means of a big explosion.

Given this, we can conclude that our universe has a beginning.
Since such a flawless system has a beginning, it must have a designer.
This means that the One Who designed the universe is the First and the
Last, for He existed before everything and will continue to exist after
everything else has ceased to exist. The Owner of this eternal power is
Allah, for His name “The First” indicates that He existed before all liv-

ing beings, planets, galaxies, the universe, and even time itself.
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AL-FALIQ
The Opener, The Splitter

Allah splits the seed and kernel. He brings forth the living
from the dead, and produces the dead out of the living. That
is Allah, so how are you deluded? He splits the sky at dawn,
and appoints the night as a time of stillness and the Sun and
Moon as a means of reckoning. That is what the Almighty,
the All-Knowing has ordained. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:95-96)

Our planet contains many kinds of plants, each of which has
seeds unique to itself. If you keep dry seeds in a room, they may re-
main unchanged for years. Yet once they are buried in the ground or
another suitable place, they start to sprout and, one day, grow into a
rose bush or a giant plane tree.

While it is amazing to see such variety coming from a “dry
seed,” even more amazing is the formation of a living being. For a
tree to exist, its seed has to collect the necessary materials from the
soil and begin to grow. But a seed cannot determine the amount of
minerals and water it needs, nor can it decide to grow into a green
plant or a fruit tree.

If we claim that a seed can make such decisions, then we have
to accept that the seed is “talented.” But we cannot seriously assert
that any seed has such faculties. As the verses above inform us, only
Allah “splits the seed and kernel.” By His will, countless trees and
plants come into existence. Indeed, another verse relates that Allah
creates everything:

He sends down water from the sky, from which We bring

forth growth of every kind, and from that We bring forth
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the green shoots, and from them We bring forth close-
packed seeds, and from the spathes of the date palm date
clusters hanging down, and gardens of grapes and olives
and pomegranates, both similar and dissimilar. Look at
their fruits as they bear fruit and ripen. There are Signs in
that for people who believe. (Surat al-An’am, 6:99)
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AL-FASIL
He Who Distinguishes (in the best way)

As for those who believe and those who are Jews, Sabaeans,
Christians, Magians, and associaters, Allah will distinguish
between them on the Day of Rising. Allah is witness of all
things. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:17)

Some people seek mundane goals all their lives. Forgetting
about the Hereafter, they strive for those goals they deem to be
good. While doing this, however, they forget their real responsibil-
ity: to serve Allah. In order to please and thereby to earn the good
pleasure of the deities they associate with Allah, they put forth a lot
of effort and think that they benefit themselves and others.

Some people, on the other hand, devote their lives to Allah by
using all of the means and blessings He grants them to earn His
good pleasure. They seek to attain the straight path, please Allah,
and display the moral excellence He demands from His servants.

The Qur’an states that the situation of these two people will not
be the same, as follows:

The blind and seeing are not the same, nor are darkness

and light, nor are cool shade and fierce heat. The living

and dead are not the same. Allah makes anyone He wills
hear, but you cannot make those in the grave hear. (Surah

Fatir, 35:19-22)

On the Day of Judgment, Allah will distinguish between these
people who adhere to differing paths and make them aware of their
situation. On that Day, everyone will be fully repaid for what they
did, and He will manifest His infinite justice:
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On the Day of Rising, your Lord will decide between them
regarding everything about which they differed. (Surat as-
Sajda, 32:25)
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AL-FATIR
The Creator; The Originator

“O My Lord, You have granted power to me on Earth and
taught me the true meaning of events. O Originator of the
heavens and Earth, You are my Friend in this world and the
next. So take me as a Muslim at my death, and join me to the
people who are righteous.” (Surah Yusuf, 12:101)

Earth has a special design that supports life. Its location in
space and its special structure, which meets the needs of all living
beings, make it clear that this planet is the product of a superior wis-
dom. Our planet’s living beings show that an astonishing design is
inherent in all of them. Gifted with an appropriate bodily structure,
every living being lives in a suitable setting.

This aside, as we focus more on the details of their formation,
the fact of creation appears more clearly. Each cell, the basic unit of
every living being, has a perfect system and such a flawless order
that it is a clear refutation of the unbelievers’ claim that life some-
how created itself or is the result of a series of coincidence.

All that we see around us carries traces of an intelligent and
purposeful design—a design that belongs to our Creator: Allah. Our
Lord’s artistry is visible in any detail. Allah relates His system’s in-
herent perfection, as follows:

He Who created the seven heavens in layers. You will not

find any flaw in the creation of the All-Merciful. Look

again—do you see any gaps? Then look again and again.

Your sight will return to you dazzled and exhausted! (Surat

al-Mulk, 67:3-4)
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Say: “Am I to take anyone other than Allah as my protector,
the Bringer into Being of the heavens and Earth, He Who
feeds and is not fed?” Say: “I am commanded to be the first
of the Muslims” and “Do not be among the idolaters.”
(Surat al-An‘am, 6:14)

Their Messengers said: “Is there any doubt about Allah, the
Bringer into Being of the heavens and Earth? He summons
you to forgive you for your wrong actions and to defer you
until a specified time.” They said: “You are nothing but
human beings like ourselves who want to debar us from
what our fathers worshipped; so bring us a clear authority.”
(Surah Ibrahim, 14:10)
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AL- FATTAH
The Opener

If only the people of the cities had had faith and fear, We
would have opened up to them blessings from heaven and
Earth. But they denied the truth, so We seized them for what
they earned. (Surat al-A’raf, 7:96)

As the Opener, Allah tests people with hardship. However, He
does not impose an unbearable burden on anyone. When Allah
sends difficulty to His sincere servants, He also opens a way out.
Moreover, after each test He sends ease. Indeed, Allah cites the hard-
ships that our Prophet (saas) encountered, as follows:

Did We not expand your breast and remove your load,

which weighed down your back? Did We not raise your

renown high? For truly with hardship comes ease; truly

with hardship comes ease. (Surat al-Inshirah, 94:1-6)

Allah gives many examples of the help He offers to believers.
For example, He supported Prophet Musa (as) during his troubles
and eased his way. When he asked Allah to let his brother Harun
(as) accompany him on his mission to Pharaoh, Allah granted his re-
quest.

This is only one example of Allah’s continuous support and
help for believers. He eventually removes their hardships, even
those that seem impossible to overcome. Yet, He makes the unbe-
lievers’ hearts narrow and constricted and withholds His blessings
from them. No power can restore these blessings, for only Allah can
grant them.
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This aside, Allah opens the gates of torment for unbelievers, as
follows:

... nor will they humble themselves until We open to them a

gate to a harsh punishment in which they will at once be

crushed by despair. (Surat al-Mu’minun, 23:76-77)
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AL-GHAFFAR
The Forgiving

"I [Nuh] said: 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Truly He is
Endlessly Forgiving.” (Surah Nuh, 71:10)

Allah’s forgiveness is infinite. He gives all of His servants
countless opportunities to repent and thereby purify themselves.
People can save themselves from the punishment of Hell by repent-
ing for what they did in ignorance. If they turn sincerely to the
Qur'an and scrupulously adhere to Allah’s commands, they will
find our Lord ever forgiving and most merciful, as stated below:

Why should Allah punish you if you are thankful and have

faith?... (Surat an-Nisa', 4:147)

In fact, even ungrateful people who are ignorant of religion
may enjoy many blessings because of His forgiveness and compas-
sion, for:

If Allah were to take mankind to task for what they have

earned, He would not leave a single creature crawling on it;

but He defers them until a specified time. Then, when their

time comes, Allah sees His servants! (Surah Fatir, 35:45)

Allah grants enough time for anyone who is willing to receive
admonition. He sends Messengers who warn and inform them
about what is allowed and what is prohibited. Those who insist on
denial, despite His revelations, will surely be repaid.

...  am Ever-Forgiving to anyone who repents, has faith,

acts rightly, and then is guided. (Surah Ta Ha, 20:82)

But to those who do evil in ignorance and then, after that,

repent and put things right, to them your Lord is Ever-
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Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:119)

O you who believe! Have fear of Allah and faith in His
Messenger. He will give you a double portion of His mercy,
grant you a Light by which to walk, and forgive you. Allah
is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:28)
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AL-GHANI
The Self-Sufficient, The Rich Beyond Need

O mankind! You are the poor ones in need of Allah, whereas
Allah is the Rich Beyond Need, the Praiseworthy. (Surah
Fatir, 35:15)

Throughout history, insolent and arrogant people have dis-
played one common characteristic: their power and wealth. These
people grew arrogant toward Allah, due to the blessings He granted
to them, and turned their faces away from Him. Forgetting that
Allah is the real owner of everything, they attempted to claim own-
ership over what He granted them out of His great kindness. They
grew rebellious, directed pressure and violence against believers,
and met His Messengers with great hostility. Ultimately, Allah
seized them with an unbearable torment. For example, He caused
some of them to be swallowed up by an earthquake and showed
others that He is Rich Beyond Need. In one verse, Allah relates the
situation of such nations, as follows:

That is because their Messengers brought them the Clear

Signs, but they said: “Are human beings going to guide

us?” So they were unbelievers and turned away. But Allah

is completely independent of them. Allah is Rich Beyond

Need, Praiseworthy. (Surat at-Taghabun, 64:6)

These arrogant and unbelieving people fail to remember or
grasp that only Allah, the sole Owner, actually owns all that exists.
Allah informs us of this fact, as follows:

Whatever is in the heavens and in the earth belongs to

Allah. We have instructed those given the Book before you,
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and you yourselves, to have fear [and awareness] of Allah.

But if you are unbelievers, what is in the heavens and in the

earth belongs to Allah. Allah is Rich Beyond Need,

Praiseworthy. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:131)

The Qur'an informs us that these people, because they were
well-off, had grown arrogant and thus had turned away from wor-
shipping Allah and adhering to His Messengers. Prophet Musa (as)
responded to them in the following manner:

Musa said: “If you were to be ungrateful, you and everyone

on Earth, Allah is Rich Beyond Need, Praiseworthy.”

(Surah Ibrahim, 14:8)

As Allah informs us in many other verses, He is the real Owner
of power and wealth. He is Rich Beyond Need of any being, but
everything and everyone is in need of Him, as the Qur'an reveals
below:

Have they not traveled in the land and seen the final fate of

those before them? They were far greater than them in

strength. Allah cannot be withstood in any way, either in
the heavens or on Earth. He is All-Knowing, All-Powerful.

(Surah Fatir, 35:44)
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AL-KHABEER
The All-Aware

O you who believe! Have fear [and awareness] of Allah, and
let each self look to what it has sent forward for tomorrow.
Have fear [and awareness] of Allah. Allah is aware of what
you do. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:18)

Humanity, bounded by time and space, can be aware of only
what is visible. Our inability to step outside of these boundaries is
one of our greatest weaknesses.

Allah, Who created humanity as well as space and time, is not
bound by these concepts. Allah, Who is exalted above anything, nat-
urally is aware of all that takes place in the universe, regardless of
time or location. He knows how many stars are in a galaxy located
millions of light years away, each celestial body’s orbit as well as the
information hidden inside a seed lying underground.

Allah also knows everything about people’s lives: their actions,
where they were born and where they will die, and for what pur-
pose they strove. He even knows such small details as when they
cried or laughed, as well as their most secret thoughts, for He cre-
ated them. The Quran states:

Those who are tight-fisted with the bounty Allah has given

them should not suppose that that is better for them. No in-

deed, it is worse for them! What they were tight-fisted with
will be hung around their necks on the Day of Rising.

Allah is the inheritor of the heavens and Earth, and is

aware of what you do. (Surah Al “‘Imran, 3:180)

Eyesight cannot perceive Him, but He perceives eyesight.

64



He is the All-Penetrating, the All-Aware. (Surat al-An‘am,
6:103)

Put your trust in the Living, Who does not die, and glorify
Him with praise. He is well aware of the wrong actions of
His servants. (Surat al-Furqan, 25:58)

Truly Allah has knowledge of the Hour, sends down abun-
dant rain, and knows what is in the womb. And no self
knows what it will earn tomorrow or in which land it will
die. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. (Surah Lugman,
31:34)
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AL-HADI
The Guide

And so that those who have been given knowledge will
know it is the truth from their Lord and have faith in it, and
their hearts will be humbled to Him. Allah guides those
who believe to a straight path. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:54)

There are two kinds of people: those who know and so can ap-
preciate Allah’s power, and those who do not. The latter lead an or-
dinary life and die. Throughout their lives, they are reluctant to
wonder why they exist or who created them, whether they have any
responsibilities toward Him, or the infinite power of our Lord, Who
created the entire universe, including them, from nothing. Instead,
they busy themselves with such mundane issues as their education,
how to get promoted at work, or their children’s future. Of course
such matters deserve some attention, but it is a great mistake to
make them the goal of one’s life. Such minor issues hinder people
from seeing the countless miracles surrounding them. Furthermore,
even if they can see these miracles, they shy away from pondering
over them.

Those who feel the urge to get acquainted with the signs of
Allah’s existence and absolute power, and then begin to appreciate
them, lead a totally different life. Out of their strong conscience, they
observe their surroundings with awe and acknowledge that He cre-
ated whatever they see. Aware of their responsibilities toward our
Lord, the All-Mighty, they do what is pleasing to Allah, live accord-
ing to His rules, and, most important of all, realize that each person
will be called to account in the Hereafter.
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Allah guides the members of the first group. Although they
have always remained a minority, their way has always been the
right one. Allah relates the difference between these two groups, as
follows:

Those who believe in what has been sent down to you,

what was sent down before you, and are certain about the

Hereafter. They are the people guided by their Lord. They

are the ones who have success. As for those who are unbe-

lievers, it makes no difference to them whether you warn
them or do not warn them, [for] they will not believe. Allah
has sealed up their hearts and hearing, and over their eyes

is a blindfold. They will meet with a terrible punishment.

(Surat al-Baqara, 2:4-7)

No doubt, being one of these people is a great blessing granted
by Allah, for unless otherwise willed by Him, no one can guide any-
one else to the truth and the righteous path:

You cannot guide those you would like to, but Allah guides

those He wills. He has best knowledge of the guided.

(Surat al-Qasas, 28:56)
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AL-KHAFIDH
The Abaser

Abasing [one party], exalting [the other] (Surat al-Wagqi‘a,
56:3)

Everyone can see, think, and draw conclusions from what they
think. For instance, our body’s flawless functioning indicates an in-
tricate design. Considering the wisdom inherent in this design’s de-
tails will make one realize that someone must have planned,
designed, and created all of these intricacies.

This process holds true for those who use their faculties.
However, other people pay no heed whatsoever to the incidents
they encounter. Unfortunately, this second group represents the ma-
jority. As we said earlier, they are born, grow up, lead an ordinary
life, and then die. However, Allah praises those who think and
learn, and humiliates those who do not. As the Qur'an states:

Those who remember Allah, standing, sitting, and lying on

their sides, and reflect on the creation of the heavens and

Earth: “Our Lord, You have not created this for nothing.

Glory be to You! So safeguard us from the punishment of

the Fire. Our Lord, those You cast into the Fire You have in-

deed disgraced. The wrongdoers will have no helpers.”

(Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:191-192)

Allah exalts those people who think and take heed. True ser-
vants of Allah, they are distinguished from all others. Those who do
not think and do not use the faculties with which Allah has blessed
them, on the other hand, lead a simple life like that of the animals,
for they seek only to meet their physical needs. Allah debases such
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people, for they choose this animal-like life by refusing to exercise
their conscience and think. The Qur’'an describes them in the follow-
ing terms:
The likeness of those who are unbelievers is that of some-
one who yells out to something that cannot hear—it is noth-
ing but a cry and a call. Deaf, dumb, and blind. They do not
use their intellect. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:171)
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AL-HAFEEDH

The Guardian; The Preserver

"If you turn your backs, I have transmitted to you what I was
sent to you with; my Lord will replace you with another peo-
ple, and you will not harm Him at all. My Lord is the
Preserver of everything." (Surah Hud, 11:57)

Today, all of our scientific data indicates that the universe was
brought into existence from nonexistence. Those atoms that existed
when the universe first came into existence, and those that make up
every living and non-living being today, are the very same atoms.
Science further verifies that the number of atoms in existence has
never changed. Those atoms, which spread at a tremendous speed
throughout the universe after it came into existence, today make up
stars, Earth, the air, water on Earth’s surface and even in your body.
The fact that they accomplish this with such a superior order reveals
the existence of the Power that controls each atom, for the existence
of this order necessitates the existence of the Power that establishes
it.

At this point, we come across one fact: Allah, Who created mat-
ter from non-existence and established a flawless order, surely
knows about each stage of this process, for even a single second of
such an intricate and complex system could not have formed ran-
domly. This fact reveals His infinite power. Moreover, He continues
to observe and protect this order. The verse, “Your Lord is always
watching” (Surah al-Fajr, 89:14) reveals Allah’s everlasting protec-
tion of the universe:

We know exactly how the earth eats them away. We possess
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an all-preserving Book. (Surat al-Qaf, 50:4)

He had no authority over them, except to enable Us to
know those who believe in the Hereafter from those who
are in doubt about it. Your Lord is the Preserver of all
things. (Surah Saba, 34:21)

As for those who take others besides Him as protectors,
Allah takes care of them. You are not set over them as a
guardian. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:6)

The Prophet (saas) said:

“Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful of Allah,
and you will find Him in front of you.” (Hadith at-Tirmidhi)
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AL- HAKIM
The Judge

“Am I to desire someone other than Allah as a judge, when
it is He Who has sent down the Book to you clarifying every-
thing?” Those We have given the Book know it has been sent
down from your Lord with truth, so on no account be among
the doubters. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:114)

Allah created all people and placed them on Earth, a place of
trial set up to distinguish the good people from the evil ones. He
sent Messengers with books that would enable the people to distin-
guish right from wrong. Throughout history, all Messengers warned
their peoples and summoned them to the straight path. But over
time, people distorted these books by replacing parts of the divine
messages with personal judgments designed to protect their own in-
terests. Despite this, Allah sent down an incorruptible Qur'an as a
“guide” to them: “We have sent down the Reminder and will pre-
serve it” (Surat al-Hijr, 15:9).

The Qur’an is the sole reference for arriving at the truth, for
only It is unique and contains all of His commands. Those who em-
brace this Book and strive to fulfill its commands have found the
true path. Those who judge according to Allah’s commands and ful-
fill His demands will be rewarded in the Hereafter.
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AL- HAKEEM
The All-Wise

He is Allah—the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of Form. To
Him belong the Most Beautiful Names. Everything in the
heavens and Earth glorifies Him. He is the Almighty, the All-
Wise. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:24)

As we mentioned earlier, everything around us contains obvi-
ous signs of creation. Galaxies proceed toward a certain direction,
Earth follows a particular orbit, living organisms contain intricate
systems discovered only recently, and events occur in perfect order
in the micro-universe, which is invisible to the naked eye... As sci-
ence proceeds, the cumulative information reveals ever more clearly
the delicacy inherent in the universe’s design.

Modern science has unearthed the following fact: All events
that have occurred since the universe’s creation have developed ac-
cording to a particular plan. The end result is Earth and all of its in-
habitants. Given this, all of us have the responsibility to recognize
that we are surrounded with the most suitable conditions and to
grasp the divine wisdom behind the universe’s formation.

Living amidst such blessings, we need to remember that every-
thing is created for a certain purpose. After all, we are living on a
planet designed to meet all of our needs perfectly. Just thinking
about this fact is enough to realize that everything has been created
with wisdom. As the Qur an states:

... “Glory be to You! We have no knowledge except what

You have taught us. You are the All-Knowing, the All-

Wise.” (Surat al-Baqara, 2:32)
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The men and women of the believers are friends of one an-
other. They command what is right and forbid what is
wrong, establish prayer and pay alms, and obey Allah and
His Messenger. They are the people upon whom Allah will
have mercy. Allah is Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat at-Tawba,
9:71)

Your Lord will gather them. He is All-Wise, All-Knowing.
(Surat al-Hijr, 15:25)
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AL-HAQQ
The Truth, The Real

That is because Allah—He is the Truth, and what you call
upon besides Him is falsehood. Allah is the All-High, the
Most Great. (Surah Lugman, 31:30)

As is the case with all living and non-living beings, space and
time are also created concepts. In a moment when space and time
were non-existent, the universe was suddenly created from non-ex-
istence, and from within this universe emerged the concepts of
space and time. Indeed, as we go back in time, we encounter a limit
that we can never cross: the moment the universe was created.
Modern science has determined this limit to be 10-43 seconds after
the moment the universe was created. Before this, space and time
could not be defined.

At this point, we encounter a dimension in which space and
time did not exist. As these two concepts that limit humanity were
“created” at a certain time, spacelessness and timelessness existed
before this “creation.” The One Who created these concepts is Allah,
Who is utterly exalted above them and, consequently, Everlasting.
This fact never changes, for only He has genuine existence. Outside
His existence, everything is mortal and doomed to perish. As the
Qur’an informs us, the only Truth is Him:

High exalted be Allah, the King, the Real! Do not rush

ahead with the Qur'an before its revelation to you is com-

plete, and say: “My Lord, increase me in knowledge.”

(Surah Ta Ha, 20:114)

That is because Allah is the Real, gives life to the dead, and
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has power over all things. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:6)

In that situation the only protection is from Allah, the Real.
He gives the best reward and the best outcome. (Surat al-
Kahf, 18:44)

The Prophet (saas) used to glorify our Lord, saying:

“You are the Truth, Your saying is the Truth, Your promise is the
Truth, and the meeting with You is the Truth, and Paradise is the
Truth, and the (Hell) Fire is the Truth." (Sahih Bukhari)
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AL-KHALI(Q
The Creator

Allah created every animal from water. Some of them go on
their bellies, some of them on two legs, and some on four.
Allah creates whatever He wills. Allah has power over all
things. (Surat an-Nur, 24:45)

Bees accomplish their tasks perfectly. Worker bees construct the
hive, ventilate it, and maintain a constant temperature in it. They
also bring in the nutrients they collect from flowers. The queen bee,
on the other hand, remains in the hive and ensures the community’s
continuity. The gnat larva changes its skin four times before it fully
completes its development. Toward the end of the pupa period, the
pupa cocoon, which is covered with a special viscous liquid that
protects the gnat’s head from contact with water, is torn at the top
and the adult gnat climbs onto the water with only its feet touching
it.

Bees and gnats are only two types of living beings on this
planet. Yet, as is the case with all other living beings, Allah deter-
mines when they will be born, live, and die. From the time they are
born, they live as Allah considers proper for them and commands
them to live. Never do they transgress the boundaries of their as-
signed duties. This holds true for lizards that survive in deserts
where the temperature reaches 50° Celsius (122° Fahrenheit), as well
as for penguins living in polar regions where the temperature can
drop far below -50° Celsius (-58° Fahrenheit) or sponges whose habi-
tat is thousands of meters below the ocean’s surface. The earlier ones
also lived in the same way and the latter ones will continue to do so,
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for Allah determines a way of life for each living being. Therefore,
no living being can determine how it will live, for this determination
lies only with Allah, to Whom they all submit.

Humanity is a tiny part of life, a being Allah created from a
drop of water and granted a way of life. Thus, only He can deter-
mine when a person will be born or die, control the aging process, or
will one to be immune or susceptible to any weakness or disease.
The unprecedented nature of His power and His control over every-
thing is related in the Qur'an, as follows:

He is the Originator of the heavens and Earth. How could

He have a son when He has no wife? He created all things

and has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:101)

Say: “Who is the Lord of the heavens and Earth?” Say:

“Allah.” Say: “So why have you taken protectors apart

from Him who possess no power to help or harm them-

selves?” Say: “Are the blind and the seeing equal? Or are
darkness and light the same? Or have they assigned part-
ners to Allah, Who creates as He creates, so that all creating
seems the same to them?” Say: “Allah is the Creator of
everything. He is the One, the All-Conquering.” (Surat ar-

Ra’d, 13:16)

They will ask their skins: “Why did you testify against us?”

and they will reply: “Allah gave us speech, as He has given

speech to everything. He created you in the first place, and

you will be returned to Him.” (Surah Fussilat, 41:21)

78



AL-HALEEM
The All-Clement, The Lenient

Those of you who turned their backs on the day the two
armies clashed—it was Satan who made them slip for what
they had done. But Allah has pardoned them. Allah is Ever-
Forgiving, Lenient. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:155)

The Qur'an, which Allah revealed from His Sight to humanity,
is the last Just Book. It still exists in its pure and uncorrupted state,
for He has promised to preserve it, and He always keeps His prom-
ises. In this Book, Allah explains how to serve Him, what is allowed
and what is prohibited, gives the good news that those who devote
their lives to Him and strive to earn His good pleasure will enter
Paradise and remain therein forever, and that those who turn their
backs upon Him will enter Hell and be punished for all eternity.

Yet despite these facts, the majority of people disregard the
Qur'an, and some of them never pick it up at all. Ignoring Allah’s
verses, they indulge in this world’s pleasures and never worry about
having to account for themselves after death or their next life.
Ignoring the limits that He has set, they do not display the moral ex-
cellence Allah expects from them, share their possessions with oth-
ers, or help them when they are in need. Furthermore, when they are
called to have faith in Allah, they claim to know what they are
doing. Very few of them have a genuine faith in Allah and meticu-
lously comply with His commands.

Some reflection upon these facts can help us comprehend
Allah’s infinite compassion and mercy. Although unbelievers inten-
tionally turn their faces away from the just religion and transgress
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the limits set by Allah, He does not punish them right away. Rather,
He grants them various blessings and allows them to live in abun-
dance. Moreover, He gives them time so that they may see the truth
and return to the straight path. Islam is easy to practice, another ex-
pression of Allah’s infinite mercy. In addition, He does not hold peo-
ple responsible for their forgetfulness or their mistakes, and does
not impose any responsibility upon the blind, the lame, and the sick.
He relieves people’s burdens by instructing them about patience
and trust in Him. All of these examples are enough to grasp Allah’s
infinite mercy and compassion and the unbelievers’ ungratefulness.
We need to keep another point in mind as well: Allah is infi-
nitely just and, both in this world and the next, He will recompense
people according to the best of what they did. This attribute is re-
lated in several verses, as follows:
Allah will not take you to task for inadvertent statements
in your oaths, but He will take you to task for the intention
your hearts have made. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Lenient.
(Surat al-Baqara, 2:225)
The seven heavens and Earth and everyone in them glorify
Him. There is nothing that does not glorify Him with
praise, but you do not understand their glorification. He is
Lenient, Ever-Forgiving. (Surat al-Isra’, 17:44)
Allah keeps a firm hold on the heavens and Earth, prevent-
ing them from vanishing. And if they vanished, no one
could then keep hold of them. Certainly He is Lenient,
Ever-Forgiving. (Surah Fatir, 35:41)
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AL-HAMEED
The Praiseworthy

He sends down abundant rain, after they have lost all hope,
and unfolds His mercy. He is the Protector, the Praiseworthy.
(Surat ash-Shura, 42:28)

All plants and animals live and glorify Allah wherever He has
placed them. A fish in the ocean or a cactus in the desert lead their
lives with great submission, according to what Allah has deter-
mined for them, and their maintenance of His order indicates this
glorification. Everything in the heavens and Earth, oceans consisting
of tons of water, mountains rising thousands of meters, clouds drift-
ing in the sky, and thunderstorms also glorify Allah and indicate His
infinite knowledge and power. Yet those who do not believe fail to
grasp this glorification, as stated below:

The seven heavens and Earth and everyone in them glorify

Him. There is nothing that does not glorify Him with

praise, but you do not understand their glorification. He is

Lenient, Ever-Forgiving. (Surat al-Isra’, 17:44)

On the other hand, believers grasp our Lord’s greatness, glorify
Him, and thank Him for the blessings He grants, for they know that
He expects them to be thankful servants. Allah commands thus:

What is in the heavens and in the earth belongs to Allah.

We have instructed those given the Book before you, and

you yourselves to have fear [and awareness] of Allah. But if

you do not believe, what is in the heavens and in the earth
belongs to Allah. Allah is Rich Beyond Need, Praiseworthy.

(Surat an-Nisa’, 4:131)

81



Musa said: “If you were to be ungrateful, you and everyone
on Earth, Allah is Rich Beyond Need, Praiseworthy.”
(Surah Ibrahim, 14:8)

Those who have been given knowledge see that what has
been sent down to you from your Lord is the truth and that
it guides to the Path of the Almighty, the Praiseworthy.
(Surah Saba, 34:6)
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AL-HASEEB
The Reckoner

Those who conveyed Allah’s Message and had fear [and
awareness] of Him, fearing no one except Allah. Allah suf-
fices as a Reckoner. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:39)

Allah creates us and forms each one of us in our mother's womb
with such great care that all of us are unique beings. While we are
unconscious and still gestating, Allah protects and feeds us. Those
nine months spent in the mother's womb is utterly a dark period, for
no one knows all of the miraculous events that occur during that
time. Only Allah knows these events, for He knows each person
from the moment he or she was a single cell until the moment of his
or her death.

Allah witnesses and remembers each person’s deeds and
thoughts, for He controls both the inner thoughts and the outer
deeds. In brief, He controls everyone’s spirit.

People forget their acts and words, and their experiences be-
come dim memories. For example, something that happened a
decade ago often seems meaningless. It is as if a major part of our
past experiences have been deleted. But on the Day of Judgment,
Allah will cause us to confront all of our good and evil deeds. Thus,
we need to remember that He is with us all the time. Allah informs
us about His name the Reckoner in the following verses:

Then they are turned to Allah, their Master, the Real.

Jurisdiction belongs to Him alone and He is the Swiftest of

Reckoners. (Surat al-An'am, 6:62)

Keep a close check on orphans until they reach a marriage-
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able age. Then, if you perceive that they have sound judg-
ment, hand over their property to them. Do not consume it
extravagantly and precipitately before they come of age.
Those who are wealthy should abstain from it altogether.
Those who are poor should use it sensibly and correctly.
When you hand over their property to them, ensure that
there are witnesses on their behalf. Allah suffices as a
Reckoner. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:6)
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AL-HAYY
The Living

He is the Living—there is no deity but Him—so call upon
Him, making your religion sincerely His. Praise be to Allah,
the Lord of all the worlds. (Surah Ghafir, 40:65)

Being weak, what we can actually do is very limited. After we
are born, we spend 5-10 years developing our intelligence through
education and need constant care. Later on, we spend a great deal of
time meeting our bodily needs (e.g., sleeping, and working to ac-
quire food, clothing, and a place to live) and keeping ourselves clean
and fresh.

Almost one-quarter of our life is spent in sleep. No matter how
much we resist the need to sleep and use that time to engage in other
activities, we cannot endure sleep deprivation for more than a few
days. Indeed, such a lack of sleep affects our nervous systems by
leaving us drowsy and unable to concentrate, and leads to poor
memory and physical performance. If sleep deprivation continues,
mood swings may develop.

All creatures have a fragile nature. Allah, the Creator of all be-
ings, is al-Hayy (The Living). He controls everything at every mo-
ment, knows everything, and has power over all things. He is not
subject to drowsiness or sleep, and is exalted above all forms of
weakness. He gives various weaknesses to His servants, and com-
mands them to recognize these weaknesses, serve Him, and ask
Him for everything. Given these inherent weaknesses, we turn to
our Lord, aware that we cannot live for another second unless He
wills it. Several verses inform us about this attribute, as follows:

85



Allah, there is no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-
Sustaining. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:2)

Put your trust in the Living, Who does not die, and glorify
Him with praise. He is well aware of the wrong actions of
His servants. (Surat al-Furqan, 25:58)

Faces will be humbled to the Living, the All-Sustaining,
and anyone weighed down with wrongdoing will have
failed. (Surah Ta Ha, 20:111)
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AL-QABIDH
The Seizer, The Restricter

Is there anyone who will make Allah a generous loan so that
He can multiply it for him many times over? Allah both re-
stricts and expands. And you will be returned to Him. (Surat
al-Baqara, 2:245)

Allah, the sole Owner of everything, created all beings and fur-
nished Earth with blessings that will meet their needs. All forms of
wealth actually belong to Him, for He is its sole owner. In this world,
Allah does not grant wealth to everyone. Yet, both the well-off and
the poor need to remember that Allah grants and owns everything.

Allah tests those people to whom He grants wealth by how
they use this blessing, and expects them to be thankful. Meanwhile,
He restricts the wealth of others as a test of their gratefulness to
Him. Consequently, whatever people lack or possess are not gains
for them; rather, they are a test from Allah to see whether they want
the life of this world or the next.

So fear [and be aware] of Allah, as much as you are able to.

Listen, obey, and spend for your own benefit. It is the peo-

ple who are safe-guarded from the avarice of their own

selves who are successful. If you make a generous loan to

Allah, He will multiply it for you and forgive you... (Surat

at-Taghabun, 64:16-17)

Allah also grants many spiritual blessings in this worldly life.
When He wills, He may test people through the imperfections re-
lated to these blessings by creating various tests. On the other hand,
due to their insistence upon unbelief, Allah may repay unbelievers
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in this world by willing them to experience trouble and anxiety in
their hearts. In such a situation, people have to realize that Allah
saves them from all forms of trouble and hardship. Just as He re-
stricts, He also expands (al-Basit). To the hearts of His sincere ser-
vants who only turn to Him for help, Allah gives serenity, peace,
and a feeling of relief. He supports them with His help, love, and
mercy, and also alleviates their tasks. In the Qur'an, Allah reminds
us that all hearts find peace only in the remembrance of our Lord, as
follows:

Those who have faith and whose hearts find peace in the

remembrance of Allah. Only in the remembrance of Allah

can the heart find peace. (Surat ar-Ra‘d, 13:28)
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AL-QABIL

The Acceptor of Repentance

He accepts repentance from His servants, pardons evil acts,
and knows what they do. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:25)

All human beings are very vulnerable, for we cannot survive
unless all conditions essential for life are provided for us. And yet
some people tend to grow insolent, arrogant, and ungrateful toward
Allah, as the following verses indicate:

We offered the Trust to the heavens, Earth, and the moun-

tains, but they refused to take it on and shrank from it. But

man took it on. He is indeed wrongdoing and ignorant.

(Surat al-Ahzab, 33:72)

Truly man is ungrateful to his Lord. (Surat al-“Adiyat, 100:6)

Allah is fully aware of this inherent evil tendency. He knows
that humanity is fallible, ignorant, and ungrateful, and yet He is al-
ways compassionate and merciful toward people. Out of His com-
passion, He showed humanity the way to salvation: repentance.

Allah gives all of us countless opportunities to purify ourselves
through repentance. Regardless of what we have done or of our for-
mer ungratefulness, we can attain salvation if we are sincere, remain
true to Allah, fear and are aware of Allah, and truly repent.

This attribute is a clear indication of Allah’s compassion and
mercy upon people. Allah, Who is not in need of anything,wouldn't
have forgiven anyone if He willed. But out of His infinite compas-
sion, He knew that people would need this compassion and mercy,
and so gave the good news that He would accept the repentance of
any sincere person. As the Qur'an states:

89



Do they not know that Allah accepts repentance from His
servants and acknowledges their alms, and that Allah is the
Ever-Returning, the Most Merciful? (Surat at-Tawba, 9:104)
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AL- QADEE
The Ruler; He Who Completes His Task

The Originator of the heavens and Earth. When He decides
on something, He just says to it: “Be!” and it is. (Surat al-
Baqara, 2:117)

Allah is infinitely powerful. As the verses inform us, He wills
something into existence by saying “Be.” No doubt this is an obvi-
ous manifestation of Allah’s greatness and absolute control over the
universe.

From humanity’s perspective, all life on Earth operates accord-
ing to the law of cause and effect. For instance, objects depend upon
Earth’s gravity to remain stationary, while ships float only because
water holds them up. But Allah is exalted above all of these causes
and effects, for He creates all causes and the ensuing effects within
the framework of certain laws and cause-and-effect relations to re-
veal whether we are His true servants. No doubt, Allah can easily
create things without a cause. Indeed in the Qur’an, Allah relates
some of His miracles, such as the birth of Prophet ‘Isa (as) without a
father:

She [Maryam] said: “My Lord! How can I have a son when

no man has ever touched me?” He said: “It will be so.”

Allah creates whatever He wills. When He decides on

something, He just says to it: “Be!” and it is. (Surah Al

‘Imran, 3:47)

Allah informs us that everything is possible when He com-
mands “Be.” That Allah has infinite power, owns the entire universe,
and rules humanity is related in several verses, as follows:

91



The likeness of ‘Isa in Allah’s sight is the same as Adam.
He created him from earth and then said to him: “Be!” and
he was. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:59)

He created the heavens and Earth with truth. The day He
says “Be!” it is. His speech is Truth. The Kingdom will be
His on the Day the Trumpet is blown, the Knower of the
Unseen and the Visible. He is the All-Wise, the All-Aware.
(Surat al-An‘am, 6:73)

His command when He desires a thing is just to say to it:
“Be!” and it is. (Surah Ya Sin, 36:82)

He gives life and causes to die. When He decides on some-
thing, He just says to it: “Be!” and it is. (Surat al-Ghafir,
40:68)
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AL- QADEEM
The Giver of Advance Warning

He will say: “Do not argue in My presence when I gave you
advance warning of the Threat.” (Surah Qaf, 50:28)

Allah, Who is infinitely just, sent Messengers to tell humanity
about Him. Through the just Books He gave to His Messengers, He
granted all people discrimination, taught them how to worship Him
correctly, and made them aware of the morality that will earn His
good pleasure. He provided knowledge of the Unseen: Death may
come at any time, the Hour is drawing nigh, no one will be wronged
while accounting for his or her deeds on the Day of Judgment, and
those who reject Him in this world will be punished in the next
world.

By means of such warnings, including “No indeed! Truly it is a
reminder, and whoever wills pays heed to it” (Surah ‘Abasa, 80:11-
12), Allah states that we can learn from the Qur'an and be guided. In
addition, He gives a detailed account of what happens to those who
are ungrateful, as well as what happened to earlier communities of
unbelievers, so that His servants can take heed. Allah commands
thus:

Leave the deniers, who live a life of ease, to Me, and toler-

ate them a little longer. With Us are shackles, a Blazing Fire,

food that chokes, and a painful punishment on the Day the
ground and mountains shake, and the mountains become
like shifting dunes. We have sent you a Messenger to bear
witness against you, just as We sent Pharaoh a Messenger.
But Pharaoh disobeyed the Messenger, so We seized him
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with terrible severity. How will you safeguard yourselves,
if you are unbelievers, against a Day that will turn children
grey, by which Heaven will be split apart? His promise will
be fulfilled. This truly is a reminder, so let anyone who
wills take the Way toward his Lord. (Surat al-Muzzammil,
73:11-19)
As the verse above informs us, “anyone who wills can take the
Way to Our Lord.” However, those who insist on turning away de-
serve a grievous end, for Allah gives the most just judgment.
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AL-QADEER
The Powerful

Among His Signs is that you see Earth laid bare and then,
when We send down water on it, it quivers and swells. He
Who gives it life is He Who gives life to the dead. Certainly
He has power over all things. (Surah Fussilat, 41:39)

As Allah informs us in many verses, every event is known to
Him, for He wills it into existence just by saying: “Be.” He knows
when each leaf falls, when each woman or female animal becomes
pregnant, and whatever happens at any location in the universe. If
He wills, He can replace an unbelieving society with a new one. He
grants or withdraws enormous possessions to whomever He wills,
punishes an unbelieving society at a time and by a method of His
choice, and makes the ground infertile or dry and devoid of life.
Nothing that exists can prevent Him from doing what He wills, for
His power is infinite, as revealed in the following verses:

Have they not traveled in the land and seen the final fate of

those before them? They were far greater than them in

strength. Allah cannot be withstood in any way, either in
the heavens or on Earth. He is All-Knowing, All-Powerful.

(Surah Fatir, 35:44)

No! I swear by the Lord of the Easts and Wests that We have

the power to replace them with something better than

them. We will not be outstripped. (Surat al- Ma‘arij, 70:40-

41)

Just as He punishes an unbelieving nation, He has the power to
grant mercy to His sincere servants. In the Qur'an, we find many ex-
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amples of His power. As a manifestation of His name, al-Qadeer,
Allah has always helped His sincere servants and shown them a
way out of their hard and difficult situation. He saved Prophet
Ibrahim (as) from a pit of fire, rescued Prophet Yusuf (as) from the
depths of a well, and released Prophet Yunus (as) from the darkness
in the fish’s stomach. Similarly, Allah granted a child to Prophet
Zakariyya (as) when he was old and his wife was infertile, and
thereby manifested His power over everything. Throughout history,
Allah has supported all of His Messengers and believers and helped
them with His mercy and power in return for their patience and
trust in Him.
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AL-KAFI
The Sufficient One

Is Allah not sufficient for His servant? Yet they try to scare
you with others apart from Him. If Allah misguides some-
one, he has no guide. (Surat az-Zumar, 39:36)

Those who do not have a firm belief in Allah are afraid of many
things, such as other people and natural disasters. Others are obsessed
with losing their possessions or their loved ones. However, Allah ad-
dresses those who have firm belief in Him as follows:

The Lord of the heavens and Earth and everything in be-

tween them, if you are people with certainty. There is no

deity but Him—He gives life and causes to die—your Lord
and the Lord of your forefathers, the previous peoples.

(Surat ad-Dukhan, 44:7-8)

As Allah informs us, He is the One God. Believers are well aware
that nothing can harm or help them without Allah’s permission. In the
face of hardship, they turn to Allah out of their awareness that only He
will help and answer their prayers. They do so because they know that
He is the Almighty and that all other beings are powerless, unless He
wills otherwise.

Thus, for believers only Allah can answer their calls for help and
guidance. This means that they have no need to fear any other being or
person. About this issue, the latter part of the verse above, “Is Allah
not sufficient for His servant?” reads as follows:

... and if Allah guides someone, he cannot be misguided. Is

Allah not Almighty, Exactor of Revenge? ... If you ask them:

“Who created the heavens and Earth?” they will say:

97



“Allah.” Say: “So what do you think? If Allah desires harm
for me, can those you call upon besides Allah remove His
harm? Or if He desires mercy for me, can they withhold His
mercy?” Say: “Allah is enough for me. All those who truly
trust put their trust in Him.” (Surat az-Zumar, 39:37-38)
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AL-QAHHAR
The Crusher; The Subduer; The Dominator;
The All-Conquering

On the Day Earth is changed to other-than-Earth, and the
heavens likewise, and they parade before Allah, the One, the
All-Conquering. (Surah Ibrahim, 14:48)

Just as Allah relieves us of our sufferings and gives relief to our
hearts, He has the power to punish us. The Qur'an gives examples of
nations that He caused to perish at a time when they did not expect
it—in the early morning—for they turned away from the just reli-
gion and rebelled against Allah. He sent them hurricanes that de-
stroyed their houses and rained stones of hard baked clay upon
them. To those whom He warned, He sent thunderstorms to raze
their cities and sent earthquakes to turn the land upside down. Allah
ruined them by sending a great blast. Allah’s punishment is incom-
parable to any other punishment.

These are some of the punishment that Allah makes people
taste in this world. But Hell’s unprecedented torments deserve more
consideration. Those who fail to appreciate Allah’s power and who
remain ungrateful, despite His infinite mercy, will be punished in
the Hereafter.

When Allah casts the unbelievers into the midst of the Blazing
Fire, they will encounter a form of misery previously unknown:
Every time their skins are burned off, Allah will replace them and
build walls of fire above them. The pain experienced in this world is
utterly insignificant compared to the one in Hell. Indeed, the Qur'an
informs us that the people of Hell will plead to Allah to kill them so
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that their pain will end. In Hell, Allah will punish unbelievers with
His infinite power. This promise, which is certain to happen, is re-
lated in the following verses:

He is the Absolute Master over His servants. He is the All-

Wise, the All-Aware. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:18)

Say: “Who is the Lord of the heavens and Earth?” Say:

“Allah.” Say: “So why have you taken protectors apart

from Him who possess no power to help or harm them-

selves?” Say: “Are the blind and seeing equal? Or are dark-
ness and light the same? Or have they assigned partners to

Allah who create as He creates, so that all creating seems

the same to them?” Say: “Allah is the Creator of everything.

He is the One, the All-Conquering.” (Surat ar-Ra‘“d, 13:16)

The Day when they will issue forth and when not one

thing about them will be hidden from Allah. “To whom

does the kingdom belong today? To Allah, the One, the

Conqueror!” (Surah Ghafir, 40:16)

Allah manifests His attribute of al-Qahhar upon those people
who deny and refuse to believe in the Hereafter. However, Allah is
infinitely compassionate and merciful toward His servants. After
His servants’ sincere repentance, Allah forgives their sins. He helps
His sincere servants in both worlds and supports them with feelings
of mercy, peace, and trust. In the Qur'an, Allah reveals His blessings
upon believers and informs us that He does not punish His sincere
servants, as follows:

Why should Allah punish you if you are thankful and be-

lieve? Allah is always responsive to gratitude, All-

Knowing. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:147)
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AL-QA’IM
The Self-Sustaining

Allah, there is no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-
Sustaining. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:2)

Some people believe that Allah created the universe’s flawless
system and then left it to its own devices. Though not often ex-
pressed, people harbor this mistaken belief in their subconscious.
Those who do not want to acknowledge their responsibility to Allah
and do not perform the deeds that He demands from them believe
that this belief provides a way to escape their responsibilities.

However, there are such causes and laws adorned with delicate
details underlying all of existence that, such complex systems can-
not proceed without a superior power supervising them. People
who can hear, see, and deduce from these experiences recognize this
factimmediately. Indeed, Allah relates that He is the One Who holds
the heavens, Earth, and everything in between, as follows:

Allah keeps a firm hold on the heavens and Earth, prevent-

ing them from vanishing. And if they vanished, no one

could then keep hold of them. Certainly He is Lenient,

Ever-Forgiving. (Surah Fatir, 35:41)

As this verse states, Allah created the universe and keeps a firm
hold on it. Life exists only because He holds sway over it. This is also
true for the stability of the universe’s extraordinarily intricate bal-
ances and the existence of the subtleties inherent in those systems.
The Qur'an relates these facts, as follows:

Allah, there is no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-

Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness or sleep.
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Everything in the heavens and Earth belongs to Him. Who
can intercede with Him except by His permission? He
knows what is before them and what is behind them, but
they cannot grasp any of His knowledge save what He
wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and Earth,
and their preservation does not tire Him. He is the Most
High, the Magnificent. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:255)

Faces will be humbled to the Living, the All-Sustaining.
And anyone weighed down with wrongdoing will have
failed. (Surah Ta Ha, 20:111)
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AL-QAREEB
The Nigh; The One Who Is Near

If My servants ask you about Me, I am near. [ answer the call of
the caller when he calls upon Me. They should therefore re-
spond to Me and believe in Me, so that hopefully they will be
rightly guided. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:186)

Those who fail to appreciate Allah in the way He should be appre-
ciated, as well as those who do not live according to the Qur'an, have
vague and inadequate information about His existence. When asked,
these people state that Allah created the heavens and Earth. Yet they as-
sume that He is in the heavens and thus very far from them, although
He forms and designs each person. The fact is, however, He introduces
Himself to His servants through the verses sent from His Sight. He re-
veals just how close He is to His servants, as follows:

We created man and know what his own self whispers to him.

We are nearer to him than his jugular vein. (Surat al-Qaf,

50:16)

When two people are talking, the third is Allah; when three people
are talking, the fourth is Allah. If one whispers, Allah hears it; if one
moves a little, Allah sees it. Allah, Who knows all of a person’s
thoughts, is with each person while he or she is sitting, walking, or
speaking. While engaging in all of these, people cannot see Allah, but
He sees them.

... So ask His forgiveness and then repent to Him. My Lord is

Close and Quick to Respond. (Surah Hud, 11:61)

Say: “If I am misguided, it is only to my detriment. Butif  am

guided, it is by what my Lord reveals to me. He is All-

Hearing, Close-at-hand.” (Surah Saba, 34:50)
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AL-QASIM
He Who Shares; Who Allocates Blessings,
Justice, and Wisdom

Is it, then, they who allocate the mercy of your Lord? We have
allocated their livelihood among them in the life of the world
and have raised some of them above others in rank so that
some of them are subservient to others. But the mercy of your
Lord is better than anything they amass. (Surat az-Zukhruf,
43:32)

Trees that have lived in the Amazon for hundreds of years, a herd
of penguins living on a remote glacier-surrounded island, a 30-year-
old cactus in the desert, ants feeding on the mushrooms they grow on
a garden of rainforest leaves, and an army of living beings that have
existed for millions of years... All living beings need nourishment.
Some desperately need water, whereas some others can survive with-
out water for years. Some like hot weather, while others cannot sur-
vive in such a climate even for a minute. Furthermore, for all these
living beings to remain together on this planet, many conditions have
to exist at the same time. Allah, the Creator of all living beings, pro-
vides for each living being’s needs separately and from the same soil.

Allah manifests His infinite compassion and mercy by meeting
the needs of all that exists and allocating His mercy among all living
beings. Allah created various blessings for our survival and provides
for all of our needs. Indeed, Allah calls attention to this important fact:

He has given you everything you have asked Him for. If you

tried to number Allah’s blessings, you could never count

them. Man is indeed wrongdoing, ungrateful. (Surah

Ibrahim, 14:34)
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AL-QAWEE
The All-Strong

Such was the case with Pharaoh’s people and those before
them. They rejected Allah’s Signs, so Allah seized them for
their wrong actions. Allah is Strong, Severe in Retribution.
(Surat al-Anfal, 8:52)

Throughout history, Allah sent Messengers to many nations
and revealed the straight path to them. The Messengers told their
people that Allah is the only God and that they need to fear Him, in
the sense of being in awe of Him, and observe His commands.
However, as Allah informs us in “That was because their
Messengers brought them the Clear Signs but they remained un-
believers. So Allah seized them. He is Most Strong, Severe in
Retribution” (Surah Ghafir, 40:22), most of the nations called Allah’s
wrath upon themselves by denying and rejecting His Messengers.

In every age, unbelievers rebelled against the Messengers,
made their lives difficult, and insisted upon doing so until Allah
punished them. Holding power, wealth, and status in this world
made them regard themselves as right and encouraged them to in-
sist upon their arrogance. But they forgot one important fact: Allah
is the Almighty.

Unbelievers who fail to understand this important fact have
nothing in their hearts and minds but the quest of greatness. They
disregard the fact that Allah can demolish all of one’s possessions by
sending a storm, raze all crops by heavy rains, wipe out all of one’s
relatives by a microbe, and destroy one’s wealth in countless ways.
To conclude, Allah punishes them in both this world and the
Hereafter. In the Qur'an, Allah says this about the unbelievers:
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Some people set up equals to Allah, loving them as they
should love Allah. But those who believe have greater love
for Allah. If only you could see those who do wrong at the
time when they see the punishment, and that truly all
strength belongs to Allah, and that Allah is severe in pun-

ishment. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:165)

They do not measure Allah with His true measure. Allah is

All-Strong, Almighty. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:74)

Allah sent back those who were unbelievers in their rage

without their achieving any good at all. Allah saved the be-

lievers from having to fight. Allah is Most Strong,

Almighty. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:25)

Allah is infinitely merciful toward His servants, who can ap-
preciate His superior morality, sublimity, and grandeur in the best
possible way. The Qur’an states that believers are given the good
news of Allah’s mercy, as follows:

Their call there is: “Glory be to You, O Allah!” Their greet-

ing there is: “Peace!” The end of their call is: “Praise be to

Allah, the Lord of all the worlds!” (Surah Yunus, 10:10)
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AL-KABEER
The Great

The Knower of the Unseen and the Visible, the Most Great, the
High-Exalted. (Surat ar-Ra‘d, 13:9)

Allah has all creatures under His control. He knows when a
buried seed will sprout, the orbit of a comet approaching Earth, the
exact time when a living being will be born or die, the orbits of the elec-
trons rotating around an atom’s nucleus, and everything else. With His
infinite power, Allah has control over all the thoughts of all people,
both in their subconscious as well as their intentions while doing
something.

Allah predetermines every detail of a person’s life. Given that
only He knows the Unseen, His infinite wisdom, knowledge, forgive-
ness, compassion, and punishment is far beyond human comprehen-
sion. No one can make even a minor alteration to His decisions. If
Allah wishes to send something harmful or good, no one can deflect it.

Humanity is obliged to bow with reverence before such a great
power and take refuge in our Lord, the All-Wise, and ask for mercy
from Him, for we cannot attain salvation until Allah has mercy upon
us and forgives us. That He is the All-High and Most Great is stated in
the following verses:

That is because Allah is the Real, and what you call upon

apart from Him is false. Allah is the All-High, the Most

Great. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:62)

That is because Allah—He is the Truth, and what you call

upon besides Him is falsehood. Allah is the All-High, the

Most Great. (Surah Lugman, 31:30)

107



AL-KAREEM

The Generous

Whoever gives thanks only does so to his own gain.
Whoever is ungrateful, my Lord is Rich Beyond Need,
Generous. (Surat an-Naml, 27:40)

Allah created the universe and formed it according to His own
attributes. Everything that exists belongs to Him. All beauties and
subtleties are manifestations of His wisdom. Like all other beings,
we come into being by His will. Each person, once a lump of flesh in
his or her mother's womb, is born, grows up, and manifests Allah’s
artistry with his or her beautiful face. Indeed Allah relates human-
ity’s superiority, as follows:

O man! What has deluded you in respect of your Noble

Lord? He Who created you, formed you, proportioned you,

and assembled you in whatever way He willed. (Surat al-

Infitar, 82:6-8)

Yet, although people can think, many of them never wonder
how they came into being and who is responsible for the countless
blessings surrounding them. The Qur’an asks:

Has man ever known a point of time when he was not

something remembered? We created man from a mingled

drop to test him, and made him able to hear and see. We
guided him on the Way, whether he is thankful or unthank-

ful. (Surat al-Insan, 76:1-3)

On the other hand, those who use their intellect wonder who
created them, who is responsible for the infinite blessings that they
could never have attained on their own, and who has enabled them
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to think, use their intellect, and perceive all that is around them.
These people reach the following conclusion: Our Lord, Who cre-
ated them and granted all of the superior blessings that they could
never attain on their own, is very generous. This Creator is Allah, the
Lord of the heavens and Earth, and He reminds people to:

Recite: In the Name of your Lord Who created, created man

from a clot of blood. Recite: And your Lord is the Most

Generous, He Who taught by the pen, taught man what he

did not know. No indeed! Truly man is unbridled, seeing

himself as self-sufficient. Truly it is to your Lord that you

will return. (Surat al-‘Alaq , 96:1-8)

In other words, each person is responsible for turning toward
Allah, the Gracious Creator, in order to thank Him. Allah grants
countless blessings and, in return, asks only that people serve Him
and abandon their arrogance. Allah’s sincere servants, all of whom
assume and display this morality, will be generously rewarded for
their virtuous conduct.
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AL-QUDDUS
The Holy; The All-Pure

Everything in the heavens and everything in the earth glori-
fies Allah, the King, the All-Pure, the Almighty, the All-Wise.
(Surat al-Jumu’‘a, 62:1)

Allah is the sole Creator of all that exists, whether in the various
micro- and macro-universes. Many people fail to see this all-perva-
sive order and stability when they gaze around themselves.

As Allah states in “Allah keeps a firm hold on the heavens
and Earth, preventing them from vanishing. And if they vanished,
no one could then keep hold of them” (Surah Fatir, 35:41), He regu-
lates and protects all of the various universes’ existing systems.

Given that we are inherently feeble, we sometimes err, forget,
make mistakes, and become heedless. We also have many weak-
nesses. For example, we need to take care of our bodies, which in-
volves endless routines to keep them clean and fresh. If we become
too tired, are deprived of sleep for a few days, or do not drink for a
prolonged time, we become weak. Yet, Allah, Who possesses every-
thing and owns the most beautiful names, is surely beyond all
weaknesses. Allah’s infinite power, wisdom, glory, and unbounded
knowledge are related in the Qur'an, as follows:

Allah, there is no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-

Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness or sleep.

Everything in the heavens and Earth belongs to Him. Who

can intercede with Him except by His permission? He

knows what is before them and what is behind them, but
they cannot grasp any of His knowledge save what He
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wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and Earth,

and their preservation does not tire Him. He is the Most

High, the Magnificent. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:255)

And the Prophet (saas) used to say in his prayer, as related in
the following hadith:

“Praise and Holiness to You, Lord of the angels and souls.” (Sahih

Muslim)
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AL-LATEEF
The Gentle, The Subtle

Allah is very gentle with His servants. He provides for any-
one He wills. He is the Most Strong, the Almighty. (Surat ash-
Shura, 42:19)

As mentioned earlier, there are two kinds of people: those who
submit to Allah and those who rebel against Him. Among humanity,
He made a very few of them truly submissive to Him. In many
verses, Allah relates that the majority of people will not have faith
and will not attain the straight path. These people deserve Hell, for
they adhered to Satan’s path, failed to remember Allah, and denied
His existence despite their own certainty. People who submit them-
selves to Allah and live for His good pleasure, on the other hand,
lead a beautiful life both in this life and beyond. No doubt, Allah’s
sending His Messengers and Books in order to guide humanity is
one of His favors. In the Qur'an, Allah’s kindness to believers is
stated, as follows:

Allah showed great kindness to the believers when He sent

a Messenger to them from among themselves to recite His

Signs to them, purify them, and teach them the Book and

Wisdom, even though before that they were clearly mis-

guided. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:164)

Allah, Who is Gentle, also shows His kindness to His faithful
servants by helping them. In the Qur'an, He gives many examples of
His help and support to His sincere servants. One of these concerns
Prophet Musa’s (as) people, who were saved from Pharaoh’s vio-
lence and made inheritors of the land. This fact is related in the fol-
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lowing verses:
Pharaoh exalted himself arrogantly in the land and divided
its people into camps, oppressing one group of them by
slaughtering their sons and letting their women live. He
was one of the corrupters. We desired to show kindness to
those who were oppressed in the land, to make them lead-
ers, and to make them inheritors. (Surat al-Qasas, 28:4-5)
As the sole protector and helper of believers, Allah will help
them in the Hereafter, transform their evil into good, and show them
great kindness:
They will say: “Beforehand we used to live in fear among
our families. But Allah was gracious to us and safeguarded
us from the punishment of the searing wind. Beforehand
we certainly used to call on Him because He is the All-
Good, the Most Merciful.” (Surat at-Tur, 52:26-28)
Does He Who created not then know? He is the Subtle, the
All-Aware. (Surat al-Mulk, 67:14)
Eyesight cannot perceive Him but He perceives eyesight.
He is the Subtle, the All-Aware. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:103)
Do you not see that Allah sends down water from the sky
and then, in the morning, the land is covered in green?
Allah is All-Subtle, All-Aware. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:63)
"My son, even if something weighs as little as a mustard-
seed and is inside a rock, or anywhere else in the heavens
or Earth, Allah will bring it out. Allah is the Subtle, All-
Aware." (Surat al-Lugman, 31:16)
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AL-MAKIR
The Planner

When those unbelievers were plotting against you to im-
prison you or to kill or expel you: they were plotting and
Allah was plotting, but Allah is the Best of Planners. (Surat
al-Anfal, 8:30)

Those who plotted against the just religion throughout history
strove to distance people from it for their own selfish desires (e.g.,
greed for power, personal interests, and so on). In the Hereafter, they
will be told: “No, it was your scheming night and day when you
commanded us to reject Allah and assign equals to Him.” (Surah
Saba', 34:33) Yet there is a very important point that we need to re-
member here:

Those before them plotted, but all planning belongs to

Allah. He knows what each self earns, and the unbelievers

soon will know who has the Ultimate Abode. (Surat ar-

Ra’d, 13:42)

As s related in the verse above, “all planning belongs to Allah.”
Thus, against all of the unbelievers” plots, Allah devises the best
plan. Allah calls attention to the deadlock facing unbelievers:

They concocted their plots, but their plots were with Allah,

even if they were such as to make the mountains vanish.

(Surah Ibrahim, 14:46)

As this verse relates, Allah protects all believers from these pl
ots. This is very easy for Allah, Who turns all plots against His
Messengers and believers into failures and makes unbelievers suf-
fer the ensuing dire consequences, for “... Allah is swifter at plan-
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ning...” (Surah Yunus, 10:21)

No doubt, Allah creates every incident with a purpose and for
the ultimate good. He uses the unbelievers’ plots against believers to
test them. He then extends His help to those servants who can dis-
cern the good and beauties in the events He creates, and turns all of
these to their benefit.
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MALIK YAWM AD-DEEN
The King of the Day of Judgment

The King of the Day of Judgment... (Surat al-Fatiha, 1:3)

On the Day of Judgment, people will be resurrected and gath-
ered together to account for their deeds. On that Day, they will have
neither the will nor the opportunity to pay attention to the people
around them, whether they are their parents, spouses, or children.
Due to this Day’s fearsome nature, everyone will pay attention only
to themselves, for:

What will convey to you what the Day of Judgment is?

Again! What will convey to you what the Day of Judgment

is? It is the Day when a self will have no power to help any

other self in any way. The command that Day will be

Allah’s alone. (Surat al-Infitar, 82:17-19)

On that Day, anything to which a person attaches too much at-
tention will be reduced to insignificance. From then on, any mun-
dane relation or kinship will lose all importance, for the only value
that will remain is one’s faith in Allah. No one will be able to help
another person, for only Allah, if He wills, can save a person from
this detrimental situation.

Each of us will be alone before Allah’s presence, the Owner of
the Day of Judgment, just as we were alone when we were first cre-
ated. Each of our deeds and thoughts will be displayed on the Day
of Judgment, for He never forgets any detail, no matter how small.
Allah creates a setting that befits His Honor and calls His servants to
account. However, He saves anyone He wills through His mercy.

On this Day, when unbelievers will be overwhelmed by a
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grievous regret, believers will be joyful and exuberant:

... On the Day when Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and

those who had faith along with him... (Surat at-Tahrim,

66:8)

That is because “Allah will certainly help Messengers and
those who believe both in the life of the world and on the Day the
witnesses appear.” (Surah Ghafir, 40:51)

The sole king of that Day is Allah, for He is the only One Who
can command. The related verses read:

There will be but one Great Blast, and then their eyes will

open. They will say: “Alas for us! This is the Day of

Reckoning!” This is the Day of Decision you used to deny.

(Surat as-Saffat, 37:19-21)

Woe that Day to the deniers, those who deny the Day of

Reckoning. No one denies it except for every evil aggressor.

(Surat al-Mutaffifin, 83:10-12)
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MALIK AL-MULK
The Master of the Kingdom

Say: “O Allah! Master of the Kingdom! You give sover-
eignty to whoever You will and take sovereignty from who-
ever You will. You exalt whoever You will and abase
whoever You will. All good is in Your hands. You have power
over all things.” (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:26)

When you look around, everything that you see has an owner.
The chair on which you sit is made up atoms, each one of which was
created by Allah. A flower grows by combining such favorable cir-
cumstances as sunlight, water, and so on, all of which are granted by
Allah. The sea lying beyond your window and all its inhabitants
exist only because Allah wills them to exist.

Even your body is under the sway of Allah, Who created you.
All of your organs and veins, as well as your nervous system and
cells, are works of our Lord’s superior wisdom and intelligence.
None of the things were desired by you and then brought into exis-
tence by you. Once you opened your eyes to this world, you saw
both the flawless system in your body and in the universe.
However, you did not have any of them before, and you could not
have acquired them through your own will in the latter part of your
life. This fact surely holds true for all human beings. This being the
case, Allah is the Lord and Creator of everything.

Despite this obvious fact, some people disregard all of these
and, ignoring Allah’s clear existence, assume that they own all of
these things. Despite all of our weaknesses, along with their feelings
of superiority, they grow arrogant and attempt to deny our Creator.
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However, this denial only harms them, because as Prophet Musa
(as) said: “If you were to be ungrateful, you and everyone on Earth,
Allah is Rich Beyond Need, Praiseworthy.”(Surah Ibrahim, 14:8)
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AL-MAJEED
The Most Glorious One

The Possessor of the Throne, the All-Glorious. (Surat al-Buruj,
85:15)

Allah’s glory manifests itself in every corner of the universe. All
people recognize Allah’s Highness, even those who deny Him or say:
“We disbelieve,” are, in actuality, well aware of His power and glory,
for they witness His creation all around them. However, due to their
arrogance, they do not believe.

The universe’s glorious beauties and flawless systems also befit
His glory. Clouds that carry tons of water in the sky, stars that are mil-
lions of light years away from us, waterfalls that fall with an enormous
noise and intensity, unbounded oceans, mountains with snowy sum-
mits extending high into the sky, woods that are inhabited by living
beings of countless colors, and noises are only a few of the beauties
created by Allah.

An earthquake that razes a region in a few seconds, a volcanic
eruption burying a city under a storm of hot lava, a hurricane causing
extensive damage to the region it strikes, a devastating flood, a fatal
lightning flash, a hurricane raging over cities, a flood ravaging popu-
lated areas, or a tornado sweeping away homes also are signs of
Allah’s power. These are only a very few signs showing Allah’s power.
As the Qur'an states:

He—exalted be the Majesty of our Lord!—has neither wife

nor son. (Surat al-Jinn, 72:3)

They said: “Are you astonished at Allah’s command? May

Allah’s mercy and His blessings be upon you, People of the

House! He is Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.” (Surah Hud, 11:73)
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AL-MALJA
The Refuge

... and also toward the three who were left behind, so that
when the land became narrow for them, for all its great
breadth, and their own selves became constricted for them
and they realized that there was no refuge from Allah ex-
cept in Him, He turned to them so that they might turn to
Him. Allah is the Ever-Returning, the Most Merciful. (Surat
at-Tawba, 9:118)

All people are in need of prayer. A person who prays simply
refers the situation to Allah, the Creator and Lord of the universe,
and takes refuge in Him. Being aware that the solution lies only with
Allah, the Almighty, taking Him as a friend and taking refuge in
Him are great sources of security for His servants.

This taking refuge displays our weakness, for each of us has
only limited power and will live only for a while. Therefore, we are
obliged to seek His help. Allah, Who created us from a drop of water
and the entire universe from nothing, can easily meet our needs and
remove any problems. Other than Him, there is no being or thing in
which to take refuge. Whoever is in the heavens or on Earth seeks
His help. Those things or people from which people seek help and
guidance cannot even help themselves. As Allah reveals:

O mankind! An example has been given, so listen carefully.

Those whom you call upon besides Allah cannot even cre-

ate a single fly, even if they were to join together to do it.

And if a fly steals something from them, they cannot get it

back. How feeble are both the seeker and the sought! (Surat

al-Hajj, 22:73)
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In the face of a threat or danger, all people understand that
there is no one in whom to take refuge except for Allah. This is
stated in the Quran, as follows:

Say: “Who rescues you from the darkness of the land and

sea? You call on Him humbly and secretly: “If you rescue

us from this, we will truly be among the thankful.”” (Surat

al-An’am, 6:63)

That people think only of Allah in times of hardship indicates
that we innately know that Allah is our only true refuge. This being
the case, we should take refuge in Allah before it is too late:

Respond to your Lord before a Day comes from Allah that

cannot be turned back. On that Day, you will have no hid-

ing place and no means of denial. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:47)
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AL-MALIK
The Sovereign; The King

Say: “I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind, the King of
mankind, the God of mankind.” (Surat an-Nas, 114:1-3)

The attribute al-Malik means that Allah is the sovereign of
everything that exists, the Creator and sole Owner of all known and
unknown universes, and the everlasting Sovereign of our universe.
All stars, human beings, animals, plants, jinn, angels, demons, and
other beings of which we are either aware or unaware are all under
Allah’s command. Allah, the Lord of all universes, also owns count-
less universes and regulates their amazing order.

It is unlikely that people who consciously submit to Almighty
Allah considers themselves to be aimless beings. Allah is aware of
everything, for He sees and hears everything. People who are aware
of this also have to be aware that they are responsible to our Creator.
Indeed, the consciousness that the universe’s all-pervasive order has
a unique owner makes believers naturally turn to Allah, Who holds
sway over everything and everyone. Below are some of the verses
related to this issue:

High exalted be Allah, the King, the Real!... (Surah Ta Ha,

20:114)

Exalted be Allah, the King, the Real. There is no deity but

Him, Lord of the Noble Throne. (Surat al-Mu’minun,

23:116)

He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the

Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the Trustworthy, the

Safeguarder, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely
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Great. Glory be to Allah above all they associate with Him.
(Surat al-Hashr, 59:23)
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AL-MATEEN
The Firm; The Possessor of Strength

Truly Allah, He is the Provider, the Possessor of Strength,
the Sure. (Surat adh-Dhariyat, 51:58)

The issue that most misleads unbelievers is not Allah’s exis-
tence, but His attributes. Some believe that Allah initially created
everything and then left them to their own devices; others argue that
although Allah created us, we do not have to feel any responsibility
toward Him. To conclude, apart from denying Allah’s existence,
they do not measure Him with His true measure. This attitude un-
derlies their unbelief, as “They do not measure Allah with His true
measure. Allah is All-Strong, Almighty” (Surat al-Hajj, 22:74) re-
veals.

However, one day those who do not appreciate Allah’s power,
despite all of the surrounding evidence, will be unable to deny it. On
that day, they will deeply feel Allah’s power and strength. By His
will, the strongest buildings and unshakable mountains will be
crushed with a single blow:

So when the Trumpet is blown with a single blast, and the

ground and the mountains are lifted and crushed with a

single blow. On that Day, the Occurrence will occur and

Heaven will be split apart, for that Day it will be very frail.

(Surat al-Haqqa, 69:13-16)

The resulting destruction will befit Allah’s glory and power.
Oceans, the greatest source of life, will become like boiling water
and then burst into flame. All the beings and orders with which hu-
manity is accustomed will be demolished. The heavens and Earth
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will be crushed by the Power that created them. The sun, the source
of energy that emitted light for millions of years, will become dull,
thereby revealing that it has a master. Through these events, Allah
will reveal that He is the sole and real Master, the only being having
true sovereignty and power. One verse reads:

They do not measure Allah with His true measure. The

whole Earth will be a mere handful for Him on the Day of

Rising, the heavens folded up in His right hand. Glory be

to Him! He is exalted above the partners they ascribe!

(Surat az-Zumar, 39:67)

Through these events on the Day of Judgment, our Lord will
show His power to all people. Those who insisted upon unbelief
will finally comprehend His infinite power. But believers, as a re-
ward for seeking His good pleasure throughout their lives, will
meet His mercy. The Qur'an describes their joy on that Day in the
following terms:

That Day some faces will be radiant, laughing, rejoicing.

(Surah “Abasa, 80:38-39)

126



AL-MAWILA
The Protector, The Master

No, Allah is your Protector. And He is the best of helpers.
(Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:150)

A believer knows that everyone and everything owes its exis-
tence to Allah, the Master of the Kingdom, for He sustains all beings
and can end their existence at any time He wills. For this reason,
Allah is a believer's sole friend and the only One Who can keep him
or her far from sorrow or trouble. After all, our Lord’s help and sup-
port is always with each believer. In return for this attitude, Allah
sends down His serenity. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:26)

Several factors account for this serenity, among them is the be-
lievers” awareness that Allah hears every prayer, knows every good
deed performed to earn His good pleasure, and that He will reward
all of them bountifully. Another source of this feeling of security is
their awareness of Allah’s support with invisible armies and angels,
as proclaimed in: “Everyone has a succession of angels in front of
him and behind him, guarding him by Allah’s command...” (Surat
ar-Ra‘d, 13:11) This aside, believers know that they will triumph in
their struggle carried out in Allah’s way, are given the good news of
Paradise, and that Allah does not place an unbearable burden upon
their shoulders. Believing in destiny and that Allah directs all affairs,
they put their trust only in Allah. In the Qur'an, Allah calls attention
to this state of mind, as follows:

Say: “Nothing can happen to us except what Allah has or-

dained for us. He is Our Master. It is in Allah that the be-

lievers should put their trust.” (Surat at-Tawba, 9:51)

127



No doubt, Allah’s friendship bears no resemblance to the
friendship among believers. The believer taken by Allah as an inti-
mate friend attains the most superior blessings both in this world
and the next. It is a great blessing that our Lord, the Creator of
everything, takes a created being as a friend. In the Qur'an, Allah
tells us the following:

Strive for Allah with the struggle due to Him. He has se-

lected you and not placed any constraint upon you in the

religion—the religion of your forefather Ibrahim. He
named you Muslims before and also in this, so that the

Messenger could be witness against you and you could be

witnesses against all mankind. So perform prayer, pay

alms, and hold fast to Allah. He is your Protector—the Best

Protector, the Best Helper. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:78)

Our Lord, do not take us to task if we forget or make a mis-

take. Our Lord, do not place on us a load like the one You

placed on those before us. Our Lord, do not place on us a

load we have not the strength to bear. Pardon us, forgive us,

and have mercy upon us. You are our Master, so help us

against the unbelievers. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:286)

But if they turn away, know that Allah is your Master, the

Best of Masters, and the Best of Helpers! (Surat al-Anfal,

8:40)
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AL-MU’ AKHKHIR / AL-MUQADDEEM
The Deferrer, The Keeper Behind
The Advancer

If Allah were to punish people for their wrong actions, not a
single creature would be left upon Earth. But He defers them
until a predetermined time. When their specified time ar-
rives, they cannot delay it for a single hour or bring it for-
ward. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:61)

Allah leaves behind and brings forward whoever He wills.
Being the sole Creator of everything, He has the power to do what-
ever He wills with anything that exists. He determines the time for
every event and, as the actual master of every being and its destiny,
predetermines the events of every being’s life. When the specified
time arrives, what has been ordained takes place, according to His
will. Allah calls attention to this fact in the Qur'an, as follows:

Every nation has an appointed time. When their time

comes, they cannot delay it a single hour or bring it for-

ward. (Surat al-A’raf, 7:34)

No one except Allah knows this appointed time. No leaf falls
before its appointed time, and every moment of a living being’s life,
from its birth to its death, is subject to this divine timing. However, if
Allah wills, He can delay or bring forward any event, for the human
concept of time being divided into the past, present, and future does
not apply to Him. As the Qur’an states:

Do not consider Allah to be unaware of what the wrongdo-

ers perpetrate. He is merely deferring them to a Day on

which their sight will be transfixed. (Surat Ibrahim, 14:42)
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No nation can advance its appointed time, nor can they

delay it. (Surat al-Hijr, 15:5)

This being the case, all sincere servants must strive to draw
closer to Him, without considering what He has delayed or brought
forward, and must be absolutely pleased with what He gives, for, as
the verse maintains, “Man is prone to be impetuous...” (Surat al-
Isra’, 17:11) We often expect something to take place or to be over at
once. Yet, only Allah knows what is best for us and so ordains all
events and situations accordingly. What a person thinks might be
good may actually be harmful. Thus, a believer should be pleased
with whatever Allah ordains.
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AL-MU ADHDHIB
The Punisher

That Day, no one will punish as He punishes and no one will
shackle as He shackles. (Surat al-Fajr, 89:25-26)

Despite all of the surrounding evidence, those who have no faith
in Allah and who insist upon disregarding His grandeur and power
surely deserve a great punishment, for Allah created us, placed us on
Earth, and provided us with whatever we need. However, despite all
of these blessings, some people insist on denial and even hate believers
and try to destroy their faith. No doubt, such people will be repaid
both in this world and beyond.

Allah directs some affairs in this world through His Messengers
and sometimes punishes unbelievers in this world through the hands
of His Messengers. Allah reveals this fact in the Qur‘an, as follows:

If the hypocrites and those with a sickness in their hearts and

the rumor-mongers in Madina do not desist, We will set you

upon them. Then they will only be your neighbors there fora
very short time. They are an accursed people. Wherever they
are found, they should be seized and mercilessly put to
death. This is Allah’s pattern with those who passed away be-
fore. You will not find any alteration in Allah’s pattern. (Surat

al-Ahzab, 33:60-62)

Their fearsome punishment in the Hereafter will continue to exist,
unless Allah wills otherwise, for all eternity. Allah created various
forms of psychological and physical punishments, for He knows each
person’s most secret weaknesses. Thus, He is the One Who can give
the most suitable punishment. According to the following verses:
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But as for those who do not believe in the Hereafter, We have
prepared for them a painful punishment. (Surat al-Isra’,
17:10)

But as for those who are deviators, their refuge is the Fire.

Every time that they want to get out, they are put straight back

into it again and are told: “Taste the punishment of the Fire,

which you denied.” We will give them a taste of lesser pun-
ishment before the greater punishment, so that hopefully

they will turn back. (Surat as-Sajda, 32:20-21)

Tell My servants that I am the Ever-Forgiving, the Most

Merciful, but also that My punishment is the Painful

Punishment. (Surat al-Hijr, 15:49-50)

Those before them also plotted, and Allah came at their

building from the foundations and the roof caved in on top of

them. The punishment came at them from where they did not

expect. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:26)

As for those who were unbelievers and barred access to the

way of Allah, We will heap punishment on top of their pun-

ishment because of the corruption they brought about. (Surat

an-Nahl, 16:88)

However, we need to remember that Allah creates infinite oppor-
tunities for each of us to repent and take refuge in His mercy. When we
turn to Him in sincere repentance we will find our Lord to be the most
merciful and compassionate, regardless of what type of sins one has
committed. Allah gives the good news of His infinite mercy to His ser-
vants who sincerely repent:

But if anyone repents after his wrongdoing and puts things

right, Allah will turn toward him. Allah is Ever-Forgiving,

Most Merciful. (Surat al-Ma’ida, 5:39)

But I am Ever-Forgiving to anyone who repents, believes,

acts rightly, and then is guided. (Surah Ta Ha, 20:82)

132



AL-MUHEET
All- Pervading; The All-Encompassing

What! Are they in doubt about the meeting with their Lord?
What! Does He not encompass all things? (Surah Fussilat,
41:54)

People who are far from religion assume that believers do not no-
tice their forgeries and lies, a false assumption that gradually causes
them to become arrogant. Yet, all of their forgeries are against them-
selves, even though they do not perceive this fact. At this point, they
make another serious mistake: They fail to realize that Allah, Who
witnesses, sees and hears everything, is all around them at all times.
As the Qur'an reveals:

They try to conceal themselves from people, but they cannot

conceal themselves from Allah. He is with them when they

spend the night saying things that are not pleasing to Him.

Allah encompasses everything they do. (Surat an-Nisa’,

4:108)

Not a thought or whisper remains hidden from Allah. He knows
everyone’s most secret secrets, for He is nearer to them than their
jugular veins. And, as He encompasses the entire universe, He con-
trols all beings. This is true even for those universes of which we know
very little or nothing, such as the realms of the angels, jinn, and many
others. Allah calls attention to this fact in the following verse:

If something good happens to you, it galls them. If some-

thing bad strikes you, they rejoice at it. But if you are stead-

fast and guard against evil, their scheming will not harm you
in any way. Allah encompasses what they do. (Surah Al

‘Imran, 3:120)
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AL-MUDHHEEK / AL-MUBKI
He Who Brings about both Laughter and Tears

That it is He Who brings about both laughter and tears.
(Surat an-Najm, 53:43)

Believers know that Allah creates whatever they experience
and thus are pleased with Him in all circumstances, no matter how
difficult. Knowing that mundane things are transitory, they do not
grieve over any loss, for they know that their moral excellence will
be fully rewarded in the Hereafter. Moreover, Allah promises believ-
ers the best life in this world.

This is surely not the case with unbelievers, who pursue only
this life in the belief that they are fully independent from Allah. This
mistaken belief, however, causes them to feel great pressure upon
their souls. Constantly seeking to earn other peoples” approval and
attain mundane goals makes them afraid and confused, for such at-
titudes force them to think about everything and consider every
possibility. But human beings, who are feeble, cannot shoulder such
a burden, for the human body and soul were created to put trust and
faith in Allah. Indeed, this delusion is the cause of their wailing,
grief, and trouble, for such people wrong themselves by turning
away from Allah. Allah relates how He will repay them both in this
world and the next, as follows:

Let them laugh little and weep much, in repayment for

what they have earned. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:82)

Allah punishes unbelievers through every incident and reason
that causes them to weep. Meanwhile, He gives joy, happiness,
peace, and tranquility to His believing servants, and makes them
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laugh constantly. He removes their sadness, for He is their friend
and helper. Even if they face hardship and trouble, He gives them
patience and strength and never causes them to despair. Believers
only weep in prostration, over the awe they feel for our Lord’s
grandeur. Destined to have joy both in this world and the next, they
experience the contentment related in the following verses:

As for those who believed and did right actions, they will

be made joyful in a verdant meadow. (Surat ar-Rum, 30:15)

The Companions of the Garden are busy enjoying them-

selves today. (Surah Ya Sin, 36:55)

“My servants, you will feel no fear today; you will know no

sorrow.” As for those who believed in Our Signs and be-

came Muslims: “Enter the Garden, you and your spouses,

delighting in your joy.” (Surat az-Zukhruf, 43:68-70)

The people who have consciousness of Allah will be in

Gardens of Delight, savoring what their Lord has given

them. Their Lord will safeguard them from the punishment

of the Blazing Fire. (Surat at-Tur, 52:17-18)

In the Hereafter, unbelievers and believers will be recognized
and separated by their facial expressions. This distinction is de-
scribed below, as follows:

That Day some faces will be radiant, laughing, rejoicing.

That Day some faces will be dust-covered, overcast with

gloom. Those are the dissolute unbelievers. (Surah “Abasa,

80:38-42)
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AL-MUWAFFEE
He Who Keeps His Word, He Who Pays in Full

So be in no doubt about what these people worship. They
only worship as their ancestors worshipped previously. We
will pay them their portion in full, with no rebate! (Surah
Hud, 11:109)

All of our acts and thoughts are recorded in Allah’s Sight. He
forgets nothing, even the most insignificant detail. Since “... even if
something weighs as little as a mustard-seed and is inside a rock
or anywhere else in the heavens or earth, Allah will bring it out.
Allah is All-Pervading, All-Aware” (Surah Lugman, 31:16), on the
Day of Judgment each of us will see our acts, as recorded upon their
Pages, and will be repaid accordingly. Allah relates the following
fact:

That Day, people will emerge segregated to see the results

of their actions. Whoever does an atom’s weight of good

will see it. Whoever does an atom’s weight of evil will see

it. (Surat az-Zilzal, 99:6-8)

On that Day;, all of a person’s acts will be weighed in balances
specially prepared for the Day of Judgment. In the face of Allah’s
Justice, no one will be wronged in any way:

We will set up the Just Balance on the Day of Rising, and

no self will be wronged in any way. Even if it is no more

than the weight of a grain of mustard-seed, We will pro-
duce it. We are sufficient as a Reckoner. (Surat al-Anbiya’,

21:47)

Every act will be weighed to determine one’s reward, for:
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As for him whose balance is heavy, he will have a most

pleasant life. But as for him whose balance is light, his

motherland is Hawiya. And what will convey to you what

that is? A raging Fire! (Surat al-Qari’a, 101:6-11)

Allah’s justice demands that everyone receive full payment for
what they have done. Allah’s repayment according to people’s
prayers and acts also takes place in this world. While this is a great
blessing for believers, it is a fearsome trap for unbelievers, who do
not realize the enormity of their spiritual blindness, for:

As for those who desire the life of the world and its finery,

We will give them full payment in it for their actions. They

will not be deprived here of their due. But such people will

have nothing in the Hereafter but the Fire. What they
achieved here will come to nothing. What they did will

prove to be null and void. (Surah Hud, 11:15-16)
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AL-MUHSEE
The Reckoner

He has counted them and numbered them precisely. (Surat
al-Maryam, 19:94)

As Allah informs us in “Does He Who created not then
know?” (Surat al-Mulk, 67:14), He knows even the most delicate
features of all members of creation. In fact, He holds them all by
their forelocks, for He created their colors, shapes, images, and fea-
tures, and also determined their number. Surely, no person can ever
possess this knowledge.

Allah knows the number of planets, stars, and celestial bodies,
as well as the number of electrons circling an atom’s nucleus, how
many leaves exist on trees, and the number of atoms in each leaf. In
addition, He knows the exact number of sand grains located on and
below Earth’s surface, the number of rain drops, and how many fish
live in the oceans. Given that He created everything, He also knows
the exact number of animal and plant species on Earth, the precise
number of people who have lived since the time of Prophet Adam
(as), and the number of people who will live until the Day of
Judgment.

Given His comprehensive knowledge, the Qur'an relates the
following fact:

On the Day Allah raises up all of them together, He will in-

form them of what they did. Allah has recorded it, while

they have forgotten it. Allah is a Witness of all things.

(Surat al-Mujadala, 58:6)
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AL-MUHSIN
The Giver

Say: “All favor is in Allah’s Hand, and He gives it to who-
ever He wills. Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing. He
picks out for His mercy whoever He wills. Allah’s favor is
indeed immense.” (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:73-74)

One of Allah’s immutable laws is that He rewards His sincere
servants, both for their zeal and as an indication of His favor, with
blessings and beauty. Since wealth, glory, and beauty are the basic
attributes of Paradise, Allah creates similar settings and blessings to
remind His beloved servants of Paradise and to augment their de-
sire and excitement for it. That is why, just as unbelievers” infinite
punishment starts in this world, Allah starts presenting the infinite
beauties He promises to His sincere believers in this world.

In one verse, Allah states that He will grant those who repent
and seek His forgiveness blessings also in this world. One verse
reads:

Ask your Lord for forgiveness and then repent to Him. He

will let you enjoy a good life until a specified time, and will

give His favor to all who merit it. But if you turn your
backs, I fear for you the punishment of a Mighty Day.

(Surah Hud, 11:3)

Believers always meet Allah’s favor and help. Being aware of
the grandeur of Almighty Allah, Who created them, they comply
with His commands and prohibitions, live by the religion with
which He is pleased, and, most importantly, have great hopes and
expectations for their next life. Allah will recompense them for the
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best of what they did, for He rewards every good made for His
cause, as the following verses proclaim:
Will the reward for doing good be anything other than
good? (Surat ar-Rahman, 55:60)
What will those who invent lies against Allah think on the
Day of Rising? Allah shows favor to mankind, but most of
them are not thankful. (Surah Yunus, 10:60)
Nor will they give away any amount, whether large or
small; nor will they cross any valley, without it being writ-
ten down for them, so that Allah can recompense them for
the best of what they did. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:121)
The metaphor of those who spend their wealth in the Way
of Allah is that of a grain that produces seven ears; in every
ear are a hundred grains. Allah gives such multiplied in-
crease to whoever He wills. Allah is All-Encompassing,
All-Knowing. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:261)
Satan promises you poverty and commands you to avarice.
Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and abundance.
Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Baqara,
2:268)
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AL-MUHEE
The Giver of Life

He gives life and causes to die, and you will be returned to
Him. (Surah Yunus, 10:56)

Giving life to all beings, creating them from nothing, and sur-
rounding them with the proper conditions for their survival is a fea-
ture unique to Allah, Who has infinite power.

Allah makes a sperm unite an ovum, both of which are invisible
to the naked eye. As soon as the sperm destined to fertilize the egg
enters the ovum, a membrane covers the egg and a new life begins.
Allah divides this tiny cell first into two and then into four. This
process proceeds rapidly, and the end result is a miraculous life
starting in the mother's womb. After some time, these cells change in
order to form the embryo’s brain, nervous system, bones, and carti-
lage. This way, within only 9 months, Allah creates from nothing a
human being who sees, hears, speaks, and uses his or her intelli-
gence. He then grants life. Obviously, an egg and a sperm cannot ac-
complish these series of miraculous events, for only Allah causes
them to unite and then protects the embryo within the mother’s
womb for nine months. This is the first creation and the first bring-
ing to life.

Allah grants life to each human being and destines each one to
die on a particular day. Until then, He tests them in the life of this
world. At the appointed time, He takes their lives and, on the Day of
Judgment, resurrects them, just as He first created them from nothing,
to repay them for what they did in the world. No doubt, this is easy
for Allah, the Almighty. Yet those who ignore this resurrection say:
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He makes likenesses of Us and forgets his own creation,

saying: “Who will give life to bones when they are de-

cayed?” (Surah Ya Sin, 36:78)

Allah promises that the Resurrection will occur, as the follow-
ing verses indicate:

Say: “He Who made them in the first place will bring them

back to life. He has total knowledge of each created thing.”

(Surah Ya Sin, 36:79)

So look at the effect of Allah’s mercy, how He brings the

dead earth back to life. Truly He brings the dead to life. He

has power over all things. (Surat ar-Rum, 30:50)

Among His Signs is that you see the earth laid bare, and

then, when We send down water on it, it quivers and

swells. He Who gives it life also gives life to the dead.

Certainly He has power over all things. (Surah Fussilat,

41:39)
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AL-MUQALLIB

The Turner of People’s Hearts

We will overturn their hearts and sight, just as when they
did not believe in it at first, and We will abandon them to
wander blindly in their excessive insolence. (Surat al-An‘am,
6:110)

We cannot know Allah and grasp the purpose of our existence
if we lack knowledge about the religion with which He is pleased.
Moreover, we cannot understand the divine purposes behind the
creation of the universe and its countless inhabitants, life, death, the
Hereafter, Paradise, Hell, angels, and Satan on our own. Many peo-
ple live and die in heedlessness. However, if Allah places faith in our
hearts, we find all of the answers to these questions. Allah then puri-
fies our hearts and makes us sincere toward the religion. A person
who used to be hostile to religion starts to be positive toward reli-
gion; one who used to ignore His commands begins to adhere to
them meticulously and remembers Him continuously. Likewise,
they start to thank Allah frequently for the blessings that they have
received. Whereas before they disregarded the signs of Allah’s exis-
tence, as well as His favors, mercy, and compassion, they now recog-
nize all of these. In brief, sincere believers are like those people who
wake up from sleep, for Allah moves them from unbelief to belief by
placing faith in their hearts.

Just as Allah grants faith, He can remove it whenever He wills.
Having faith depends upon remembering Allah, for only a heart that
submits itself to Allah can find guidance. Unbelievers, lost in their
delusions, cannot see or recognize the clear signs of Allah’s existence
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all around them. In many verses, Allah states that such people’s
hearts are covered in such a way that they cannot grasp the truth:

Who could do greater wrong than someone who is re-

minded of the Signs of his Lord and then turns away from

them, forgetting all that he has done before? We have
placed covers on their hearts, preventing them from under-
standing it, and heaviness in their ears. Though you call
them to guidance, they will nonetheless never be guided.

(Surat al-Kahf, 18:57)

Unbelievers sometimes admit that they cannot understand reli-
gion’s message. The people of Prophet Shu‘ayb (as) is a clear exam-
ple:

They said: “Shu‘ayb, We do not understand much of what

you say, and we see that you are weak among us...” (Surah

Hud, 11:91)

If one’s heart is veiled and Allah hinders comprehension, then
they can never be guided unless Allah wills otherwise. Allah calls
attention to this, as follows:

Among them there are some who listen to you. But can you

make the deaf hear, even though they cannot understand?

Among them there are some who look at you. But can you

guide the blind, even though they cannot see? (Surah

Yunus, 10:42-43)

Allah causes the heart of those who desire faith and closeness
to Him to yield to His remembrance and unites them with other
Muslims. Meanwhile, He turns the hearts of those who are insincere
toward unbelief. He has the power to turn the heart of anyone He
wills at any time, and no one can change a heart that Allah has cov-
ered.
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AL-MUKMIL
He Who Perfects

Today the unbelievers have despaired of overcoming your
religion. So do not be afraid of them, but be afraid of Me.
Today I have perfected your religion for you and completed
My blessing upon you, and I am pleased with Islam as a reli-
gion for you. But if anyone is forced by hunger, not intending
any wrongdoing, Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
(Surat al-Ma’ida, 5:3)

Allah created humanity and, as “Does He Who created not
then know? He is the All-Pervading, the All-Aware” (Surat al-
Mulk, 67:14) emphasizes, He knows best what we need. Allah pre-
sented the religion in the form that best conforms to our nature so
that all of us could know and serve Him, and thereby attain eternal
happiness and salvation. Our Lord, the All-Wise, is pleased with
Islam. No doubt, only Allah perfects the religion and uses it, in turn,
to perfect His ser